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I  DO  NOT  EXPECT 


TO  STIMULATE  OR  CREATE  HEROISM 
BY  THIS  FUND,  KNOWING  WELL 
THAT  HEROIC  ACTION 
IS  IMPULSIVE;  BUT  I  DO  BELIEVE 
THAT  IF  THE  HERO  IS  INJURED  IN 
HIS  BOLD  ATTEMPT  TO  SERVE 
OR  SAVE  HIS  FELLOWS, 

HE  AND  THOSE  DEPENDENT 
UPON  HIM  SHOULD 
NOT  SUFFER  PECUNIARILY. 

Andrew  Carnegie 
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Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Established  April  15,  1904,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund 
Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts  of  selfless  heroism 

performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

o 

Recognition  in  all  acts  considered  worthy  by  the  Commission  consists  of  a 
medal.  It  may  also  include,  in  acts  in  which  disabling  injuries  are  sustained 
by  the  rescuer,  a  supplemental  continuing  grant;  in  acts  in  which  the  rescuer 
loses  his  or  her  life,  financial  assistance  for  the  surviving  dependents;  and  in 
acts  in  which  no  disablement  is  sustained,  grants  for  education  or  other 
worthy  purposes  in  the  lives  of  the  rescuers. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  an  individual  having 
knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery,  and  should  be  sent  directly 
to  the  Commission.  Awards  are  open  to  all  citizens  and  visitors  of  the  two 
countries  under  regulations  presented  in  detail  on  subsequent  pages  of  this 
report. 


Each  recommended  act  is  investigated  as  to  fact  and  degree  of  risk  involved 
and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of  results  of  the  investigation. 


Please  address  inquiries  to: 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
425  Sixth  Avenue 
Suite  1640 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15219-1823 


Telephone:  (412)  281-1302 
Toll-free:  800-447-8900 
Fax:  (412)  281-5751 


E-MAIL:  carnegiehero@trfn.clpgh.org 
Web  SITE:  http://trfn.clpgh.org/carnegiehero 

Staff 

Jeffrey  A.  Dooley,  Assistant  Secretary 
and  Investigations  Manager 

Eileen  J.  LoCasale,  Financial  Myrna  J.  Braun,  Administrative 

Manager  Assistant 

Marlin  Ross,  Case  Investigator  Dianne  R.  McKenzie, 

Susan  L.  Marcy,  Case  Investigator  Administrative  Assistant 
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Deed  of  Trust 

To  the  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Gentlemen:  We  live  in  a  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we  thrilled  by  deeds  of 
heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or  lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to 
preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows;  such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of 
barbarism  maimed  or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them  should  be 
freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their  heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for 
this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the  Commission  five  million  dollars  of 
First  Collateral  Five  Per  Cent.  Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  as  follows: 

FIRST.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have  been  injured 
in  heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat  better  positions  pecuniarily 
than  before,  until  again  able  to  work.  In  the  case  of  death,  the  widow  and 
children,  or  other  dependents,  to  be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the 
children  until  they  reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children 
exceptional  grants  may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of 
money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable — each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

SECOND.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and  properly 
used,  and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well-behaved  members  of  the 
community,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines  are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter 
what  their  antecedents.  Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 

THIRD.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of  kin, 
which  shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that  descendants  may 
know  and  be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal  shall  be  given  for  the 
heroic  act,  even  if  the  doer  be  uninjured,  and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the 
Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

FOURTH.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen,  teachers, 
and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of  heroism.  All  these  and 
other  facts  the  Commission  will  take  into  account  and  act  accordingly  in 
making  grants.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden 
or  interfere  with  these  most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as 
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showing  public  and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service. 
I  ask  from  the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The 
medal  can,  of  course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether  something  more  can 
not  judiciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or  with  the  approval  of,  the  city 
authorities,  the  Commission  shall  determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

FIFTH.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some,  years  can  not  exhaust  it.  After 
years,  however,  pensioners  will  become  numerous.  Should  the  Commission 
find,  after  allowing  liberally  for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power 
to  make  grants  in  case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared) 
to  those  injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident, 
where  Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration.  The 
community  first  raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
duplicated  by  me  after  waiting  until  the  generosity  of  the  community  had 
full  scope.  Here  again  the  Commission  should  be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in 
this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but  to  stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do 
their  part,  for  such  action  benefits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

SIXTH.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  continent  will 
ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those  of  Britain,  Germany, 
and  other  European  States,  and  required  to  provide  against  accidents  to 
employees.  Therefore,  the  Commission,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote 
any  surplus  that  accrues  beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents 
(which  provision  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of 
benefiting  those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such 
as  drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances,  in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable  and  likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums  were  given  to  those 
injured  by  accident,  where  the  latter  may  be  suitably  provided  for  by  law, 
or  otherwise. 

SEVENTH.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  waters 
thereof.  The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many  heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than 
that  of  doctors  and  nurses  volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of 
epidemics.  Railroad  employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and 
similar  cases  are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or 
woman  in  saving  human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 
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EIGHTH.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any  act  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

NINTH.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or  reinvest  all  funds; 
to  employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary,  traveling  agents  to  visit  and 
oversee  beneficiaries,  etc.  and  to  fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the 
Commission  shall  be  reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling 
expenses  attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such  honoraria 
as  the  Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

TENTH.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of  sums  and 
medals  granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made  each  year  and 
published  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  countries 
embraced  by  the  Fund.  A  finely  executed  roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall 
be  kept  displayed  in  the  office  at  Pittsburgh. 


New  York,  March  12th,  1904 
Witness,  Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie 
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The  Carnegie  Medal 


The  Carnegie  Medal 

IS  AWARDED  TO  ONE  WHO,  AT  THE  RISK  OF  HIS  OR  HER  OWN  LIFE, 
SAVES  OR  ATTEMPTS  TO  SAVE  THE  LIFE  OF  ANOTHER  PERSON. 


Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the  medal.  On  the 
reverse  side  in  low  relief  are  shown  the  geographical  outlines  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief 
the  seals  of  these  countries  are  shown,  with  the  United  States  below  the 
inscription  plate,  and  Canada  and  Newfoundland  at  the  top  left  and  right 
of  it,  respectively. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of  laurel 
underneath  and  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle  at  the  top.  Laurel  typifies 
glory;  ivy,  friendship;  oak,  strength;  and  thistle,  persistency.  Encircling  the 
relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the  New  Testament  (John  XV,  13):  “Greater 
love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.” 
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Requirements  for  a  Carnegie  Medal 

There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing  the  act 
voluntarily  risked  his  or  her  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in  saving 
or  attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or  voluntarily  sacrificed 
himself  or  herself  in  a  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  full  measure  of  responsibility 
exists  between  the  rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or  the 
waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission 
within  two  years  of  the  date  of  rescue. 

Persons  not  eligible  for  awards  are:  those  whose  duties  in  following  their 
regular  vocations  require  them  to  perform  such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  are 
clearly  beyond  the  line  of  duty;  members  of  the  armed  services;  children 
considered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to  comprehend  the  risks 
involved;  and  members  of  the  same  family,  except  in  cases  of  outstanding 
heroism  where  the  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  or  is  severely  injured. 

Awards 

A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in  case  of  death, 
to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

When  a  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  in  the  performance  of  an  act,  contribu¬ 
tions  may  be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  dependents.  II  the  rescuer 
is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic  contributions  may  be 
made  to  his  or  her  livelihood.  If  the  rescuer  is  not  injured,  a  monetary  grant 
may  nevertheless  be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 
Awardees  and  the  dependents  of  posthumous  and  disabled  awardees  are 
eligible  for  scholarship  assistance. 

The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are  determined  by  the 
Commission  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  each  awardee. 
Continuing  benefits  are  paid  only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance 
and  only  if  such  benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients 
remain  respectable  members  of  their  communities. 
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Heroic  acts  recognized  during  1998 


The  following  persons  were  cited  by  the 
Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission  in  1998  for  having  performed 

OUTSTANDING  ACTS  OF  HEROISM.  IN  EACH  CASE, 

a  Carnegie  Medal  and  a  $3,000  grant  were  awarded. 


JOHN  C.  AARON,  deceased 
Van  Buren,  Arkansas 

John  C.  Aaron  died  attempdng  to  save  Linville  D.  Henry,  Jr.,  from  drowning, 
Kibler,  Arkansas,  April  12,  1997.  Driving  a  pickup  truck,  Henry,  29,  was 
attempting  to  cross  a  submerged  section  of  a  jetty  along  backwater  of  the 
Arkansas  River  when  the  truck  was  swept  by  the  swift  current  into  the  back¬ 
water,  which  was  cold  and  deep.  He  escaped  the  truck,  which  sank,  but  could 
not  overcome  the  current  as  he  struggled  to  stay  afloat.  A  friend  on  the  same 
outing  who  had  been  following  in  another  vehicle,  Aaron,  27,  automobile 
trimmer,  waded  onto  the  submerged  section  of  the  jetty,  then  entered  the 
backwater  and  started  to  swim  toward  Henry.  Henry  submerged.  Aaron  too 
was  caught  in  the  swift  current;  he  struggled  against  it  and  submerged  not  far 
from  Henry.  Rescue  personnel  responded  and  found  the  men’s  bodies  two  and 
three  days  after  the  accident;  both  men  had  died  of  drowning.  71644-8186 


DANIEL  S.  ANDERSON 

Valdez,  Alaska 

Daniel  S.  Anderson  rescued  Terry  L.  Patrick  from  burning,  Valdez,  Alaska, 
April  9,  1997.  Patrick,  45,  was  trapped  in  the  cab  of  his  truck,  which  had 
overturned  onto  its  driver’s  side  and  caught  fire  in  a  highway  accident  with  a 
pickup  truck.  That  vehicle  lay  upside  down  and  burning  six  feet  away.  A  co¬ 
worker,  Anderson,  41,  operations  manager,  who  had  been  traveling  behind 
Patrick,  saw  the  accident  and  immediately  responded.  Despite  flames  on  the 
outside  of  the  cab  of  Patrick’s  truck  and  on  the  highway  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  Anderson  climbed  atop  the  cab  and  attempted  the  rescue  of  Patrick 
through  the  passenger  door.  After  falling  from  the  cab,  Anderson  went  to  the 
front  of  the  truck,  where  he  punched  and  kicked  a  hole  in  its  windshield.  He 
reached  inside,  grasped  Patrick,  then  pulled  him  out  and  dragged  him  away 
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just  before  the  cab  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Both  men  sustained  lacerations, 
minor  burns,  and  smoke  inhalation,  from  which  they  recovered.  71637-8165 


MURRAY  RICHARD  BALTUS 
Fernie,  British  Columbia 

Murray  Richard  Baltus  helped  to  rescue  Charles  Woodbridge  from  suffocation, 
Atlin,  British  Columbia,  July  24,  1996.  Woodbridge,  47,  was  overcome  by  car¬ 
bon  monoxide  after  he  entered  the  vertical  shaft  of  an  abandoned,  underground 
gold  mine  to  aid  another  man  who  had  been  overcome.  Woodbridge’s  teen- 
aged  son  and  two  of  the  original  victims  companions  maneuvered  Woodbridge 
to  a  level  about  30  feet  from  the  top  of  the  shaft  before  having  to  leave  for  air. 
Baltus,  27,  police  constable,  who  had  been  called  to  the  scene,  entered  the  shaft 
with  Woodbridge’s  son.  They  descended  a  series  of  ladders  to  Woodbridge  then 
lifted  him  up  to  the  next  level.  Working  in  the  dark  and  wet  confines  of  the 
shaft,  Baltus  laboriously  lifted  and  pushed  Woodbridge  up  two  more  levels 
toward  the  surface,  from  which  others  removed  Woodbridge  from  the  mine. 
Woodbridge  was  revived  with  oxygen  at  the  scene,  then  was  flown  to  a  hospital, 
where  he  was  detained  a  day  for  treatment  of  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  and 
a  fractured  rib.  Baltus  also  required  medical  treatment  for  carbon  monoxide 
poisoning,  and  he  recovered.  72921-8235 


TERESINA  BATIKAYO 
London,  Ontario 

Teresina  Batikayo  helped  to  rescue  Lyndon  G.  MacBain  from  assault,  Lon¬ 
don,  Ontario,  August  20,  1997.  MacBain,  63,  was  crossing  a  downtown 
street  when  a  man  armed  with  a  knife  approached  him  from  behind  and, 
without  provocation,  stabbed  him.  MacBain  struggled  against  the  assailant, 
who  then  inflicted  additional  stab  wounds.  MacBain  fell  to  the  pavement  and 
called  for  help  as  the  assailant  stood  over  him,  appearing  to  prepare  to  lunge 
at  him.  Ms.  Batikayo,  39,  housekeeper,  who  was  nearby,  saw  the  attack.  She 
approached  the  assailant  from  behind,  then  grasped  his  hands  and  pulled 
them  behind  him.  The  assailant  dropped  the  knife.  Others  intervened.  The 
assailant  was  taken  to  the  pavement,  where  he  was  secured  until  police  arrived 
and  apprehended  him.  MacBain  was  hospitalized  two  days  for  treatment  of 
his  stab  wounds,  from  which  he  recovered.  72059-8228 
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MARK  LEE  BENNETT 

Warner  Robins,  Georgia 

Mark  Lee  Bennett  helped  to  save  Johnnie  E.  Williamson,  Jr.,  from  burning, 
Fort  Valley,  Georgia,  June  2,  1997.  Williamson,  49,  was  trapped  in  the  cab  of 
his  tractor-trailer  after  the  truck  collided  with  a  moving  train,  derailing  it. 
Flames  broke  out  at  the  tractor,  the  driver’s  side  of  which  was  against  the 
train.  Traveling  nearby,  Bennett,  25,  service  repair  manager,  and  another  man 
saw  the  accident.  They  ran  to  the  passenger  side  of  Williamson’s  truck  and 
pulled  on  the  door,  which  was  jammed.  Instructing  Williamson  to  kick  the 
door,  Bennett  and  the  other  man  partially  opened  it,  allowing  Williamson  to 
get  his  upper  body  out.  Standing  on  one  of  the  truck’s  fuel  tanks,  Bennett 
grasped  Williamson  and  pulled  him  the  rest  of  the  way  out  of  the  truck  as  the 
other  man  continued  to  pull  on  the  door  to  enlarge  the  opening.  By  then, 
flames  had  spread  to  the  cab.  Bennett  and  the  other  man  walked  Williamson 
away  from  the  tractor,  which  was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames  and  was 
destroyed.  Williamson  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  a  burn  to  his  right  arm 
and  other  injury,  and  he  recovered.  72027-8208 


BRIAN  DAVID  BIRK 

Azusa,  California 

Brian  David  Birk  rescued  Marcus  J.  Ware  from  burning,  Azusa,  California, 
January  11,  1998.  Marcus,  4,  remained  in  his  family’s  two-story  townhouse 
condominium  after  fire  broke  out  on  the  first  floor,  in  the  living  room.  Birk, 
26,  manager,  who  lived  across  the  street,  saw  the  flames  and  immediately  ran 
to  the  scene,  where  he  learned  that  Marcus  was  still  inside  the  unit.  Birk 
opened  the  front  door  of  the  condominium  and,  barefoot,  stepped  inside  the 
living  room  to  blistering  heat  and  smoke  that  limited  visibility.  He  called  out, 
then  heard  Marcus  to  the  side.  Crouched,  Birk  approached  the  stairs  to  the 
second  floor,  having  to  pass  a  burning  couch,  then  ascended  to  a  landing, 
where  he  found  Marcus.  He  picked  Marcus  up  and  placed  him  over  his 
shoulder,  then  turned,  retraced  his  path  to  the  front  door,  and  exited  the 
house  to  safety.  Marcus  required  lengthy  hospitalization  for  treatment  of 
severe  burns.  Birk  also  required  hospital  treatment  for  burns,  to  a  hand  and 
foot,  and  he  sustained  lacerations  to  his  feet.  He  recovered.  72390-8236 
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MARK  HENRY  BREAZEAL 

Dublin,  California 

Mark  Henry  Breazeal  saved  Jason  W.  Murgallis  from  drowning,  Pacifica,  Califor¬ 
nia,  June  13,  1997.  On  a  Pacific  Ocean  beach,  Jason,  6,  was  drawn  into  the  rough 
surf  and  taken  away  from  shore  by  a  strong  undertow.  Fishing  from  a  pier  in  the 
vicinity,  Breazeal,  37,  assistant  plumber,  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  ran  from  the  pier  to  a  point  on  the  beach  opposite  Jason,  a  distance  of  a  quar¬ 
ter-mile,  then,  stripping  to  his  trousers,  entered  the  water  by  diving  through  a 
breaker.  He  swam  about  250  feet  to  Jason,  who,  semiconscious,  was  barely  above 
the  surface  of  the  water.  Breazeal  grasped  Jason  with  one  arm  and  swam  with  the 
other  back  to  shore,  the  breakers  and  undertow  hampering  him.  Jason  required 
medical  treatment  for  having  nearly  drowned,  and  Breazeal  swallowed  water  and 
sustained  strained  back  and  neck  muscles,  from  which  he  recovered.  71794-8172 


JAMES  R.  S.  BRENNAN 

Margaretsville,  Nova  Scotia 

James  R.  S.  Brennan  saved  Timothy  S.  Prall  from  drowning,  Bridgetown,  Nova 
Scotia,  May  26,  1996.  Prall,  28,  and  a  friend  were  fishing  from  a  canoe  on 
Ramsey  Lake  when  the  canoe  tipped  over  and  spilled  them  into  the  frigid  water 
at  a  point  about  200  feet  from  the  bank.  They  struggled  to  stay  afloat.  Fishing 
from  the  bank  in  that  vicinity,  Brennan,  31,  carpenter,  saw  the  accident.  He 
removed  his  coat  and  boots,  then  waded  and  swam  to  the  men.  Brennan  grasped 
Prall  with  one  hand  and  swam  toward  the  bank  with  the  other;  en  route,  Prall 
submerged  him  repeatedly.  In  wadable  water,  Brennan  was  assisted  in  getting 
Prall  to  the  bank.  Prall’s  friend  was  rescued  by  others.  Prall  and  Brennan  required 
medical  attention  for  effects  of  the  cold,  Brennan  remaining  hospitalized  five 
days  for  treatment  of  hypothermia  and  bronchitis.  7 1 820-8 185 


JOSEPH  GERARD  BRISSON 
Portsmouth,  Virginia 

Joseph  Gerard  Brisson  helped  to  save  Cornell  E.  Taylor  from  drowning, 
Chesapeake,  Virginia,  December  22,  1996.  Taylor,  43,  was  working  on  an 
interstate  highway  bridge  when,  as  the  result  of  a  vehicular  accident,  he  was 
knocked  into  the  Elizabeth  River  65  feet  below.  Brisson,  36,  captain  of  a  tug- 
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boat  that  had  taken  a  barge  to  the  work  site,  saw  Taylor  fall.  He  immediately 
ran  to  a  point  on  the  barge  opposite  Taylor,  then,  removing  only  his  shoes, 
jumped  nine  feet  into  the  river  despite  a  water  temperature  of  45  degrees  and 
an  air  temperature  in  the  20s.  Brisson  swam  to  Taylor,  who,  severely  injured, 
had  submerged.  He  grasped  Taylor,  pulled  his  head  above  the  water,  and  held 
to  him  for  several  minutes  as  they  awaited  help.  Other  site  workmen  took  a 
motorized  skiff  to  them  and  hauled  them  aboard,  then  took  them  to  shore. 
Taylor  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  partially  disabling  injury,  and  Brisson 
received  hospital  treatment  for  hypothermia,  from  which  he  recovered. 

71351-8171 


CHARLES  E.  BRITT 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

Charles  E.  Britt  saved  Justin  O.  Dutton  from  burning,  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
November  3,  1997.  Justin,  5,  was  in  a  first-floor  bedroom  of  his  family’s 
house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  attached  garage  at  night.  A  neighbor,  Britt, 
73,  retired  fire  captain,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  by  Justin’s  mother,  who  told 
him  that  Justin  remained  in  the  house.  Britt  ran  to  the  burning  house  and 
stepped  into  the  living  room,  where  dense  smoke  precluded  visibility.  As 
Justin's  father  maintained  voice  contact  with  Justin,  Britt,  crouching,  made 
his  way  to  the  bedroom.  He  found  Justin  and  grasped  him,  then  retraced  his 
path  to  the  front  door  as  flames  were  breaking  into  the  house  from  the 
garage.  Three  other  people  in  the  house  died  in  the  fire.  Justin  was  treated  at 
the  scene  for  mild  smoke  inhalation.  72260-8222 


ROBERT  G.  BROWN,  SR.,  deceased 
Melbourne  Beach,  Florida 

Robert  G.  Brown,  Sr.,  died  after  saving  Donald  E.  and  Jennifer  Fulton  from 
drowning,  Melbourne  Beach,  Florida,  October  28,  1996.  While  swimming  in 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Fulton,  52,  and  his  wife,  49,  experienced  difficulty  as 
they  attempted  to  return  to  shore  against  the  current.  Struggling  to  maintain 
their  position  in  barely  wadable  water  atop  a  sand  bar,  they  shouted  for  help. 
At  a  swimming  pool  near  the  scene,  Brown,  64,  semi-retired  funeral  director, 
was  alerted  to  the  couple’s  plight.  He  immediately  responded  to  the  beach 
with  a  life  ring  from  the  pool,  then  entered  the  ocean  and  waded  and  swam 
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toward  the  Fultons.  He  threw  the  ring  to  the  Fultons,  who  grasped  and  held 
to  it  as  they  swam  to  shore  alongside  Brown,  who  coached  and  encouraged 
them.  Brown  returned  to  the  pool  area  but  within  minutes  collapsed  and  died 
of  cardiac  arrest.  71213-8155 


PHILIP  MANSON  BULLER 

Sebastopol,  California 

Philip  Manson  Buller  saved  Daniel  A.  Tarrant  from  drowning,  Bodega  Bay, 
California,  August  10,  1997.  Tarrant,  37,  entered  the  Pacific  Ocean  off  a  state 
beach  to  rescue  his  stepson,  who  tired  against  a  strong  current  in  the  cold 
water  while  attempting  to  return  to  shore.  Tarrant  swam  toward  him  but 
became  caught  in  the  same  current  and  lost  consciousness  during  his  own 
struggle  against  it.  Buller,  42,  artist  and  teacher,  entered  the  water  and  waded 
and  swam  to  Tarrant,  who  was  floating  face  down.  He  towed  Tarrant  against 
the  current  to  wadable  water,  from  which  others  aided  in  carrying  Tarrant  to 
the  beach.  Tarrant  was  hospitalized  three  days  for  treatment  of  water  in  his 
lungs,  and  he  recovered.  Tarrant’s  stepson  was  saved  by  others.  71996-8218 


JAMES  MICHAEL  BURKE,  deceased 
Lynn,  Massachusetts 

James  Michael  Burke  died  after  saving  Tracy  L.  Creighton,  Amy  L.  Franson, 
and  RyanT.  Eaton  from  burning,  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  March  22,  1997.  Ms. 
Creighton,  20;  Ms.  Franson,  20,  and  Ryan,  1,  were  in  the  apartment  on  the 
third  floor  of  a  three-story  building  when  fire  erupted  in  the  apartment  below 
them.  After  being  alerted  to  the  fire,  the  first  floor  tenant,  Burke,  59,  a  car¬ 
penter  who  was  disabled  by  emphysema,  climbed  an  inside  stairway  to  the 
third  floor.  He  alerted  Ms.  Creighton  and  Ms.  Franson,  and  they  fled  the 
building,  taking  Ryan.  Arriving  firefighters  found  Burke  in  his  apartment, 
using  oxygen.  Within  moments  he  suffered  cardiac  arrest  and  lost  conscious¬ 
ness,  and  he  could  not  be  revived.  71574-8195 
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CHARLES  J.  CHAMPAINE 

Salcha,  Alaska 

Charles  J.  Champaine  rescued  Lena  A.  Kleven  from  burning,  Valdez,  Alaska, 
April  9,  1997.  Ms.  Kleven,  22,  was  trapped  in  the  cab  of  her  pickup  truck,  which 
had  inverted  and  caught  fire  in  a  highway  accident  with  a  larger  truck.  That  vehi¬ 
cle  lay  overturned  and  burning  six  feet  away.  Another  motorist,  Champaine,  47, 
kennel  and  feed  store  owner,  saw  the  accident  and  immediately  responded. 
Despite  flames  on  the  outside  of  Ms.  Klevens  pickup  and  on  the  highway  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  he  ran  to  the  drivers  side  of  the  vehicle  and  kicked  out  the 
window.  In  repeated  attempts,  Champaine  reached  in  and  freed  Ms.  Kleven  from 
both  her  safety  belt  and  the  wreckage  itself.  He  then  grasped  Ms.  Kleven  and 
pulled  her  from  the  pickup  just  before  its  cab  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Ms.  Kleven 
was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries,  and  Champaine  sustained 
smoke  inhalation,  minor  cuts,  and  a  pulled  shoulder  muscle.  71638-8166 


JAY  VAN  CONNER,  deceased 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

Jay  Van  Conner  died  attempting  to  save  Isaiah  R  Conner  from  drowning, 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  October  5,  1997.  Isaiah,  3,  was  fishing  with  his 
grandmother  and  other  family  members  from  barges  moored  along  the  bank 
of  the  Tennessee  River  when  he  fell  into  the  water.  Fishing  nearby,  his  uncle, 
Conner,  22,  laborer,  immediately  responded.  Conner  dived  into  the  river, 
swam  to  Isaiah,  and  started  to  take  him  to  safety.  Conner  began  to  struggle  in 
the  water,  then  yelled  for  help  and  pushed  Isaiah  toward  the  bank.  Both  Conner 
and  Isaiah  submerged.  Boaters  responding  to  the  scene  located  and  recovered 
Conner  then  attempted  resuscitation,  but  he  could  not  be  revived  and  was  pro¬ 
nounced  dead  of  drowning  after  being  taken  to  a  hospital.  Isaiah  likewise  was 
found  by  boaters.  He  too  was  taken  to  a  hospital,  but  he  also  died  of  drowning, 
several  hours  later.  72152-8239 


MICHAEL  P.  COWDIN 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Michael  P.  Cowdin  rescued  Mabel  K.  Ellis  from  burning,  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
July  10,  1997.  Ms.  Ellis,  94,  was  in  a  bedroom  of  her  one-story  house  after 
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leaking  natural  gas  ignited  at  night.  Rooms  of  the  house  were  scorched  by  the 
flashover,  and  Ms.  Ellis s  bed  was  set  aflame.  Of  limited  vision  and  mobility, 
she  called  for  help.  A  neighbor,  Cowdin,  53,  technical  representative,  was 
awakened  by  the  gas  igniting.  He  immediately  responded  to  the  scene,  where, 
through  a  window,  he  saw  Ms.  Ellis  on  the  edge  of  her  bed.  Cowdin  broke 
out  the  window  and  entered  the  bedroom.  He  picked  Ms.  Ellis  up  and  car¬ 
ried  her  to  the  window  but  then  was  forced  outside  by  smoke.  Cowdin 
returned  to  the  bedroom,  re-established  a  hold  on  Ms.  Ellis,  and  passed  her 
through  the  window  to  his  son,  who  had  arrived,  before  exiting  again.  Ms. 
Ellis  was  severely  burned  and  died  of  effects  of  the  fire  within  hours.  Cowdin 
sustained  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  his  legs  and  feet;  he  required  hos¬ 
pital  treatment,  and  he  recovered.  71861-8190 


HENRY  ARTHUR  CRAFT,  SR. 

Ida,  Louisiana 

Henry  Arthur  Craft,  Sr.,  helped  attempt  to  rescue  Tom  R.  Burks,  Jr.,  from 
burning,  Ida,  Louisiana,  February  9,  1997.  Burks,  70,  was  the  driver  of  an 
automobile  that,  before  dawn,  left  the  roadway  and  crashed  into  trees,  trap¬ 
ping  him  inside.  Flames  broke  out  in  the  engine  area  and  grew.  Two 
motorists,  Craft,  58,  instrument  foreman,  and  his  brother,  drove  upon  the 
scene  and  stopped.  Craft  gained  entry  to  the  car  through  its  left  rear  door; 
fully  inside,  he  attempted  to  free  Burks  as  flames  spread  to  the  front  passenger 
seat.  After  Craft  exited  the  car,  his  brother  entered  to  resume  the  attempt,  and 
the  men  were  successful  in  freeing  Burks  from  the  wreckage.  They  pulled  him 
out  and  carried  him  away  from  the  car  before  its  interior  was  engulfed  by 
flame.  Burks  was  burned  and  died  of  injury  received  in  the  crash. 

71506-8159 


HUEY  C.  CRAFT 

Ida,  Louisiana 

Huey  C.  Craft  helped  attempt  to  rescue  Tom  R.  Burks,  Jr.,  from  burning, 
Ida,  Louisiana,  February  9,  1997.  Burks,  70,  was  the  driver  of  an  automobile 
that,  before  dawn,  left  the  roadway  and  crashed  into  trees,  trapping  him 
inside.  Flames  broke  out  in  the  engine  area  and  grew.  Two  motorists,  Craft, 
61,  instrument  fitter,  and  his  brother,  drove  upon  the  scene  and  stopped. 
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After  his  brother  had  gained  entry  to  the  car  through  its  left  rear  door,  Craft 
fully  entered  and  worked  to  free  Burks  as  flames  spread  to  the  front  passenger 
seat.  The  men  were  successful  in  freeing  Burks  from  the  wreckage.  They 
pulled  him  out  and  carried  him  away  from  the  car  before  its  interior  was 
engulfed  by  flame.  Burks  was  burned  and  died  of  injury  received  in  the  crash. 

71507-8160 


DAVID  E.  CROCKER 
Dartmouth,  Nova  Scotia 

David  E.  Crocker  rescued  Debra  A.  Wells  from  burning,  Dartmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  January  20,  1997.  Ms.  Wells,  42,  was  inside  her  family’s  third  floor 
apartment  after  fire  erupted  in  the  living  room.  Fleeing  the  building  himself, 
a  tenant,  Crocker,  46,  heard  screaming  from  the  burning  apartment,  then 
learned  that  Ms.  Wells  remained  inside.  With  visibility  hampered  seriously  by 
dense  black  smoke,  Crocker  crawled  into  the  apartment.  He  called  to  Ms. 
Wells,  then  proceeded  toward  the  sound  of  her  voice.  Finding  her  on  the 
floor  in  the  living  room,  Crocker  grasped  her  by  the  hands  and  pulled  her  to 
the  door,  then  into  the  hall  and  to  a  stairwell,  where  others  took  her  to  safety. 
Crocker  returned  to  the  apartment,  but  by  then  conditions  had  worsened. 
Fearing  to  go  through  the  smoke  to  get  back  to  the  stairwell,  he  returned  to 
his  own  apartment  and  sought  refuge  on  the  balcony,  from  which  he  was  res¬ 
cued  by  firefighters.  Ms.  Wells  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of 
smoke  inhalation  and  severe  burns.  71429-8152 


ROGER  DAVIS 
Macon,  Georgia 

Roger  Davis  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from  being  struck  by 
a  runaway  wheel,  Macon,  Georgia,  July  19,  1997.  More  than  40  persons, 
including  about  15  young  children,  were  attending  a  party  on  the  lawn  of  a 
private  residence.  One  of  the  guests,  Davis,  21,  college  student,  was  standing 
near  a  group  of  the  children,  who  were  seated  on  a  blanket.  A  truck  pulling  a 
40-foot  flatbed  trailer  was  driving  past  the  scene  when  one  of  the  trailer’s 
wheels  became  disconnected  and  started  to  bounce  and  roll  down  the  sloping 
yard  in  which  the  party  was  taking  place.  Davis  saw  the  wheel  and,  realizing 
that  it  was  headed  toward  the  children,  stepped  into  its  path  and  crouched  in 
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blocking  stance.  The  wheel  struck  him,  forcing  him  backward  and  to  the 
ground,  then  veered  aside  and  overturned.  Davis  stood  and  jumped  on  the 
wheel  to  stop  it.  Davis  required  hospital  treatment  for  abrasions  to  his  neck 
and  hand,  and  he  recovered.  71882-8230 


SIDNEY  R.  DAVIS 
Soda  Springs,  Idaho 

Sidney  R.  Davis  saved  Richard  F.  Lund  from  burning,  Richmond,  Utah, 
August  15,  1997.  Lund,  51,  remained  in  the  cab  of  his  tractor-trailer  after  a 
highway  accident  in  which  the  vehicle,  including  a  tank  containing  7,900  gal¬ 
lons  of  gasoline,  overturned  onto  its  passenger  side  and  caught  fire.  Driving 
behind  Lund,  Davis,  32,  recreation  guide,  saw  the  accident  and  stopped  at  the 
scene.  When  he  did  not  see  a  driver  emerge  from  the  wreckage,  Davis  ran  to  the 
cab,  where  flames  issuing  from  the  burning  tank  extended  overhead.  Davis 
grasped  the  bottom  half  of  the  windshield  and  pulled  while  Lund,  who  had 
dropped  to  the  passenger  side  of  the  cab,  kicked  at  it.  The  bottom  half  of  the 
windshield  thus  dislodged,  Davis  reached  through  the  opening,  grasped  Lund, 
and  removed  him  from  the  cab.  He  assisted  Lund  to  a  point  of  safety  as  the 
flames  on  the  vehicle  quickly  intensified  and  engulfed,  then  destroyed  it.  Lund 
required  hospital  treatment  for  minor  injury  sustained  in  the  accident.  Davis 
recovered  from  inhaling  smoke  and  blistering  his  forehead.  72058-8204 


SETH  DE  LA  RIVA 
Fair  Oaks,  California 

Seth  De  La  Riva  helped  to  save  Jason  Flores  from  drowning,  Bodega  Bay,  Califor¬ 
nia,  August  10,  1997.  Flores,  21,  was  wading  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  off  a  state  beach 
when  a  strong  current  carried  him  farther  from  shore  and  into  deeper  water.  He 
struggled  against  the  current  but  tired  in  the  cold  water  and  waved  for  help.  On 
shore,  family  members,  including  his  cousin,  De  La  Riva,  22,  warehouse  manager, 
observed  Llores  struggling.  De  La  Riva  immediately  ran  into  the  water,  then  waded 
and  swam  to  Flores,  who  by  then  was  nearly  exhausted.  He  towed  Flores  toward 
shore,  having  to  stop  to  rest,  during  which  times  he  kept  Flores’s  head  out  of  the 
water.  A  man  swam  to  them  and,  laboriously  fighting  the  current  and  waves,  took 
them  to  wadable  water.  Flores  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  water  in  his  lungs, 
and  De  La  Riva  was  exhausted.  They  recovered.  7245 1  -82 1 6 
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ALBERT  J.  DeFLUMERE,  deceased 
Blauvelt,  New  York 

Albert  J.  DeFlumere  died  attempting  to  rescue  Matthew  J.  DeFlumere  from 
burning,  Blauvelt,  New  York,  October  26,  1996.  Matthew,  6,  was  in  a  sec¬ 
ond-floor  bedroom  of  his  family’s  two-story  house  when,  at  night,  fire  broke 
out  on  the  first  floor,  in  the  kitchen.  His  father,  DeFlumere,  49,  postal  clerk 
and  bus  driver,  discovered  the  fire  and,  breaking  out  a  window  in  the  master 
bedroom,  which  adjoined  Matthew’s  room,  aided  in  the  evacuation  of  other 
family  members  to  the  roof  of  the  dwelling’s  first  floor.  As  fire  conditions 
worsened  rapidly,  DeFlumere  turned  back  into  the  house.  He  and  Matthew 
were  found  by  firefighters  near  the  window  of  the  master  bedroom.  Both  had 
died  of  smoke  inhalation.  7 1 592-8 1 92 


DANIEL  M.  DICKERSON 

Nemaha,  Iowa 

Daniel  M.  Dickerson  helped  to  rescue  Rebecca  M.  Walmsley  from  burning, 
Nemaha,  Iowa,  August  1 ,  1 997.  Rebecca,  1 1 ,  was  trapped  in  the  basement  of  a 
house  after  a  massive  explosion  of  propane  that  had  leaked  in  the  house.  The 
house  was  reduced  to  a  pile  of  rubble  that  then  began  to  burn  quickly.  Dickerson, 
40,  house  painter,  who  lived  nearby,  immediately  responded  to  the  scene,  where 
he  heard  screaming.  He  stepped  onto  the  remains  of  the  house,  as  had  another 
man  who  then  pulled  Rebecca  from  the  burning  basement  through  a  hole  in  the 
rubble.  Dickerson  stepped  over  to  Rebecca  and,  as  flames  grew  on  the  rubble, 
picked  her  up  and  removed  her  to  safety.  The  other  man  similarly  rescued  a 
second  girl  who  had  survived  the  fire,  which  killed  two.  Rebecca  required 
hospitalization  for  serious  burns.  Dickerson  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for 
first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  the  left  side  of  his  body;  he  recovered. 

71985-8188 


DONNIES.  DIRDEN 
Murphysboro,  Illinois 

Donnie  S.  Dirden  rescued  Victoria  P.  Heether  and  Robin  C.  Goldstein  from 
burning,  Carbondale,  Illinois,  September  1,  1996.  Ms.  Heether  and  Ms. 
Goldstein,  both  20,  remained  inside  a  car  that,  at  night,  had  left  the  roadway 
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and  struck  a  concrete  abutment.  Flames  broke  out  in  the  car’s  engine  area  and 
spread  to  its  interior.  Approaching  in  another  vehicle,  Dirden,  28,  and  his 
wife  discovered  the  accident.  While  his  wife  went  to  alert  help,  Dirden 
opened  the  burning  car’s  right  front  door.  He  attempted  to  remove  Ms. 
Heether  but  found  that  her  leg  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage.  Dirden  went  to 
the  driver’s  side  of  the  car,  opened  the  rear  door,  and  entered.  He  manipu¬ 
lated  the  driver’s  seat  in  an  attempt  to  dislodge  Ms.  Heether,  then  exited  the 
car  and  returned  to  the  passenger  side.  Reaching  inside,  he  released  both 
women  from  their  seat  belts  and  eased  them  to  the  ground,  then  dragged 
them  away  just  before  the  car  was  almost  engulfed  by  flames.  Dirden’s  wife 
and  others  arrived  and  moved  the  women  farther  away.  Ms.  Heether  and  Ms. 
Goldstein  both  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  burns  and  other 
injuries.  Dirden  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  first-  and  second-degree  burns 
to  his  hands,  from  which  he  recovered.  71 1 16-8 170 


MICHAEL  DOMINGUEZ 

Vidor,  Texas 

Michael  Dominguez  saved  Silvia  Castro,  Rosa  Martinez,  and  Francis  Romero 
from  drowning,  Lubbock,  Texas,  April  3,  1997.  Ms.  Castro,  36,  and  her  mother, 
Ms.  Martinez,  52,  and  grandmother,  Ms.  Romero,  73,  were  occupants  of  an 
automobile  that  was  swept  from  the  roadway  into  a  drainage  ditch  during  flash 
flooding  following  heavy  rains.  The  car  was  carried  downstream  in  the  concrete 
ditch  by  the  swift,  cold  water.  At  the  scene  in  another  vehicle,  Dominguez,  27, 
plumber,  saw  the  accident  and  immediately  entered  the  ditch  for  the  women. 
He  went  to  the  car,  which  was  submerging,  and  opened  a  door.  He  removed  the 
women  and  took  them  to  the  side  of  the  ditch,  where  others  pulled  them  from 
the  water.  At  one  point  during  the  rescue,  the  car  caught  Dominguez  by  the  leg 
against  the  wall  of  the  ditch.  The  car  sank  at  a  point  about  1 50  feet  beyond 
where  it  had  entered  the  ditch.  Ms.  Martinez  required  hospital  treatment,  as  did 
Dominguez,  who  was  detained  two  days  for  muscle  spasms.  71620-8189 


IGNACIO  DONAN 

Tulare,  California 


Ignacio  Donan  helped  to  rescue  Mary  J.  Bruner-Brusseau  from  burning, 
Tulare,  California,  December  28,  1997.  Ms.  Bruner-Brusseau,  83,  lay  uncon- 
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scious  on  the  floor  of  the  dining  room  in  her  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  a 
first-floor  bedroom  at  night  and  filled  the  house  with  dense  smoke.  Donan, 
25,  baker,  who  lived  across  the  street,  saw  flames  issuing  from  the  front  of  the 
house  and  ran  to  the  scene.  He  went  to  the  back  of  the  house,  as  did  arriving 
police  officers,  and  learned  that  Ms.  Bruner-Brusseau  was  still  inside.  The 
officers  made  repeated  entries  through  the  back  door  to  search  for  her  but 
were  driven  back  by  the  smoke.  Donan  and  one  of  the  officers  then  entered 
the  house,  crawled  across  an  enclosed  porch,  and  entered  the  dining  room, 
where  they  found  Ms.  Bruner-Brusseau.  Donan  and  the  officer  grasped  her 
and  removed  her  from  the  house.  Ms.  Bruner-Brusseau  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  smoke  inhalation  and  serious  burns  and  died  of  her  injuries  13 
days  later.  Donan  experienced  tightness  in  his  chest  and  a  sore  throat,  from 
which  he  recovered.  72402-8238 


GERALD  D.  DRAY 

Delphos,  Ohio 

Gerald  D.  Dray  attempted  to  save  Carl  D.  Packer  from  drowning,  St.  Marys, 
Ohio,  February  3,  1997.  Packer,  75,  was  ice  fishing  on  Grand  Lake  St.  Marys 
when  the  ice  beneath  him  gave  way  and  he  fell  into  water  about  eight  feet 
deep.  Fishing  about  375  feet  away,  Dray,  43,  laborer,  saw  Packer  fall  and 
immediately  ran  toward  him.  Dray  lay  on  the  ice  and  extended  one  end  of  an 
auger  to  snag  Packer  by  his  clothing.  As  he  was  pulling  Packer  toward  him, 
Dray  slid  into  the  open  water.  Dray  grasped  Packer  by  his  attire  but  lost 
strength  in  the  frigid  water  and  clung  to  the  edge  of  the  ice.  State  park  per¬ 
sonnel  arrived  shortly  and  pulled  Dray  out  of  the  water.  They  then  retrieved 
Packer,  who  had  submerged.  Efforts  to  revive  Packer  were  not  successful. 
Dray  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  hypothermia,  and  he  recov¬ 
ered.  72122-8210 


LAWRENCE  GARY 
Halethorpe,  Maryland 

Lawrence  Gary  helped  to  rescue  Shonda  D.  Green  from  burning,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  August  22,  1997.  Shonda,  17,  was  unconscious  on  the  dining 
room  floor  of  a  friend’s  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  adjacent  living  room. 
Visiting  in  the  neighborhood,  Gary,  47,  pastor,  saw  smoke  and  responded  to 
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the  scene,  where  he  found  flames  issuing  from  the  front  of  the  house.  At  the 
back  of  the  house,  Gary  learned  that  Shonda  was  still  inside.  After  a  woman 
and  another  man  who  had  arrived  kicked  open  the  back  door,  Gary  and  the 
woman  entered  the  house  and  began  to  crawl  through  it.  They  exited  because 
of  the  dense  smoke,  which  precluded  visibility.  On  a  subsequent  re-entry, 
Gary  crawled  into  the  dining  room  and  found  Shonda.  He  stood,  grasped 
her,  and  dragged  her  to  the  back  door,  where  the  woman  and  others  helped  to 
remove  her  from  the  house.  Shonda  sustained  serious  burns  to  most  of  her 
body  and  died  three  weeks  later.  Gary  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  smoke 
inhalation,  from  which  he  recovered,  and  other  injury.  72066-8205 


HOMER  EVANS 
Coleman,  Florida 


Homer  Evans  rescued  Epifanio  Ramirez  from  burning,  Coleman,  Florida, 
October  12,  1997.  Ramirez,  22,  was  the  driver  of  a  pickup  truck  that,  at 
night,  left  the  highway  and  crashed  into  a  truck  tractor  parked  in  the  yard  of 
a  residence.  An  explosion  occurred,  and  both  vehicles  caught  fire.  Awakened 
by  the  crash,  Evans,  46,  truck  driver,  who  lived  in  the  residence,  went  outside 
and  learned  that  Ramirez,  injured  and  unconscious,  remained  inside  the 
burning  pickup,  which  was  separated  by  12  feet  from  the  burning  tractor. 
Evans  approached  the  pickup  and  tried  to  open  the  driver’s  door,  but  it  was 
damaged.  He  then  responded  to  the  pickup’s  passenger  side,  which  faced  the 
burning  tractor.  The  pickup’s  dashboard  and  floor  were  aflame,  as  was 
Ramirez’s  clothing.  With  difficulty,  Evans  pulled  open  the  passenger  door, 
then  leaned  inside  the  pickup  and  smothered  the  flames  on  Ramirez.  He 
grasped  Ramirez  and  tried  to  pull  him  out  of  the  vehicle,  but  one  of 
Ramirez’s  feet  was  caught  among  the  pedals,  Evans  freed  the  foot  then  pulled 
Ramirez  out  of  the  pickup.  Ramirez  required  hospital  treatment  for  his 
injuries.  72244-8237 


JOEL  LEAL  FILIPE 

Mississauga,  Ontario 

Joel  Leal  Filipe  helped  to  save  Norberto  Crisostomo  and  Frank  Conroy 
from  an  impending  explosion,  Etobicoke,  Ontario,  September  11,  1995. 
Crisostomo,  52,  and  Conroy,  38,  were  inside  an  excavation  beneath  a  city 
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street,  working  on  a  natural  gas  line.  A  massive  eruption  of  gas  under  high 
pressure  in  the  line  blew  them,  and  rhe  protective  cage  in  which  they  worked, 
out  of  the  excavation  and  onto  the  street.  They  remained  in  the  cage,  badly 
injured,  as  the  gas  vented  loudly  and  forcefully  nearby,  blowing  debris  high 
into  the  air.  The  mens  foreman,  Filipe,  39,  had  been  standing  near  the  excavation 
when  the  blast  knocked  him  backward.  After  running  from  the  site  to  call  for 
help,  Filipe  returned.  Seeing  Crisostomo  inside  the  cage,  he  ran  into  the  escaping 
gas  and,  joined  by  two  other  men,  grasped  Crisostomo  and  removed  him  to  a 
point  across  the  street.  Filipe  then  returned  toward  the  excavation  and  helped 
two  men  remove  Conroy  to  safety.  As  gas  continued  to  blow  from  the  excava¬ 
tion,  the  immediate  vicinity,  containing  two  filling  stations,  was  evacuated. 
Crisostomo  and  Conroy  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  severe  injury. 

70407-8181 


PAUL  B.  HISKEY 
Arlington,  Virginia 

Paul  B.  Hiskey  saved  Stephen  M.  Leber  from  drowning,  Washington,  D.C., 
March  19,  1997.  Leber,  45,  was  the  driver  of  an  automobile  that,  in  darkness, 
left  a  parkway  and  entered  the  Potomac  River.  Fie  climbed  through  the  dri¬ 
ver’s  window  as  the  car  began  to  submerge  at  a  point  about  50  feet  from  the 
bank.  Another  motorist,  Hiskey,  32,  golf  equipment  representative,  saw  the 
accident,  then  parked  and  went  to  the  river  bank.  Seeing  Leber  emerge  from 
the  sinking  car,  Hiskey  entered  the  water,  which  was  very  cold,  and  swam  to 
him.  He  grasped  Leber,  who  was  struggling,  and,  holding  to  his  jacket  collar, 
returned  him  to  the  bank.  Leber  required  hospital  treatment,  and  Hiskey  sus¬ 
tained  muscle  strain,  from  which  he  recovered.  7 1 567-8 1 64 


THOMAS  S.  FREDRICKSON 

Schaumburg,  Illinois 

Thomas  S.  Fredrickson  saved  Alberto  A.  Lara  from  drowning,  Algonquin, 
Illinois,  February  2,  1997.  Alberto,  5,  fell  into  the  Fox  River  and  was  pulled 
downstream  by  a  swift  current.  He  lost  consciousness  quickly  in  the  cold 
water.  Fishing  from  the  opposite  bank,  Fredrickson,  31,  salesman,  had  seen 
Alberto  fall,  and  he  immediately  ran  along  the  river  to  a  point  downstream 
from  Alberto.  Fredrickson  then  waded  into  the  river  but  lost  his  footing  and 


♦ 

22 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
- ♦ - 


was  carried  downstream  himself.  He  swam  against  the  current  toward  Alberto 
and,  regaining  his  footing,  positioned  himself  in  chest-deep  water  as  Alberto 
approached.  Fredrickson  grasped  Alberto  and  continued  to  wade  to  the  oppo¬ 
site  bank,  carrying  him.  Alberto  revived  and  was  hospitalized  overnight.  He 
recovered.  Fredrickson  was  examined  at  the  hospital,  and  he  recovered  from 
exposure  to  cold  water.  71453-8167 


ANDREW  MARK  GIBBONS 

Ishpeming,  Michigan 


Andrew  Mark  Gibbons  rescued  Stark  L.  Humphreys  from  being  struck  by  a 
boat,  Ishpeming,  Michigan,  July  30,  1997.  Humphreys,  52,  was  fishing  on 
Chabeneau  Lake  when  his  rowboat  was  struck  by  a  motorboat,  which  then 
circled  out  of  control  and  struck  the  rowboat  again.  Injured,  Humphreys  was 
thrown  into  the  water,  where  he  was  struck  at  least  once  more  by  the  runaway 
motorboat  in  its  course  of  counterclockwise  circles.  He  sustained  deep  cuts 
and  other  injury.  Meanwhile,  Gibbons,  40,  manager  of  an  outdoors  club  in 
the  vicinity,  had  been  alerted  to  the  accident.  He  immediately  boarded  a  row¬ 
boat  and  took  it  about  450  feet  to  Humphreys  as  the  motorboat,  continuing 
to  circle  out  of  control,  shifted  its  course  closer  to  Humphreys.  Gibbons 
reached  Humphreys  and  positioned  him  along  the  side  of  the  rowboat,  the 
motorboat  passing  within  six  feet.  Gibbons  rowed  to  the  nearest  dock,  about 
300  feet  away,  where  he  removed  Humphreys  from  the  water.  The  motor¬ 
boat’s  course  was  such  that  it  threatened  to  crash  into  the  dock.  Gibbons 
threw  a  rope  into  the  water,  which  became  entangled  in  the  motorboat’s  pro¬ 
peller  and  caused  the  boat  to  stall.  Humphreys  was  hospitalized  for  severe 
injury.  72173-8202 


JAMES  K.  HAMM 
Nemaha,  Iowa 

James  K.  Hamm  helped  to  rescue  Rebecca  M.  Walmsley  and  rescued  Jade  J. 
Avery  from  burning,  Nemaha,  Iowa,  August  1,  1997-  Rebecca  and  Jade,  both 
11,  were  trapped  in  the  basement  of  a  house  after  a  massive  explosion  of 
propane  that  had  leaked  in  the  house.  The  house  was  reduced  to  a  pile  of 
rubble  that  then  began  to  burn  quickly.  Visiting  in  the  neighborhood, 
Hamm,  43,  farmer,  immediately  ran  to  the  scene,  where  he  heard  screaming. 
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He  stepped  onto  the  remains  of  the  house,  then  made  his  way  across  the  rub¬ 
ble  to  find  the  source  of  other  screaming.  Through  a  hole  in  the  rubble, 
Hamm  saw  Rebecca  and  Jade  in  the  basement,  which  was  burning.  He 
dropped  to  his  knees,  reached  into  the  hole,  and  pulled  Rebecca  out.  Another 
man  who  had  responded  and  mounted  the  rubble  took  her  to  safety.  Hamm 
reached  through  the  hole  again  and  pulled  Jade  to  the  surface.  As  flames  grew 
on  the  rubble,  Hamm  crossed  it  with  Jade  and  removed  her  to  safety. 
Although  he  was  burned,  Hamm,  a  volunteer  firefighter,  responded  to  the 
fire  station,  then  returned  to  the  scene  to  fight  the  fire,  which  had  killed  two. 
Rebecca  and  Jade  required  hospitalization  for  serious  burns.  Hamm  was 
treated  at  the  hospital  for  second-degree  burns  to  his  left  arm  and  neck;  he 
recovered.  71984-8187 


MICHAEL  R.  HILDEBRAND 

Kitchener,  Ontario 

Michael  R.  Hildebrand  rescued  Nicholas  S.  N.  Aikins  from  an  attacking  bear, 
Whitney,  Ontario,  July  15,  1997.  Nicholas,  11,  and  seven  other  boys  were 
camping  along  the  bank  of  Opeongo  Lake  in  a  remote  area  of  a  provincial 
park,  accompanied  by  their  trip  leader  and  a  counselor,  Hildebrand,  22,  col¬ 
lege  student.  A  312-pound  black  bear  entered  the  campsite  at  night.  It 
grasped  Nicholas,  pulled  him  from  his  tent,  and  began  to  maul  him.  Hildebrand 
immediately  responded  with  a  wooden  canoe  paddle,  which  he  used  to  strike 
the  bear  across  the  head,  twice.  The  bear  retreated  to  a  nearby  tree  and  climbed 
it  part  way.  Hildebrand  remained  at  the  tree  while  Nicholas,  the  other  campers, 
and  the  trip  leader  boarded  canoes.  Hildebrand  then  joined  them,  and  the 
party  evacuated  the  site.  Nicholas  was  hospitalized  for  treatment,  including 
surgery,  of  25  puncture  wounds.  He  recovered.  71908-8191 


JEROME  MICHAEL  HOLLAND 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

Jerome  Michael  Holland  helped  to  rescue  Richard  A.  Bennett  from  burning, 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  4,  1997.  Bennett,  54,  lay  unconscious  on 
the  floor  of  the  living  room  in  his  basement  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in 
that  room  and  filled  the  apartment  with  dense  smoke.  Holland,  39,  computer 
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technician,  who  lived  on  the  floors  above,  responded.  He  broke  into  Bennetts 
apartment  through  its  door,  which  opened  into  the  kitchen,  then  proceeded 
inside.  The  smoke  forced  him  back  out.  Positioning  himself  on  his  hands  and 
knees,  Holland  looked  beneath  the  smoke  and  saw  Bennett.  He  then  entered 
the  apartment  again,  crawled  across  the  kitchen  into  the  living  room,  and 
grasped  Bennett  by  the  wrist.  Holland  stood  and  moved  Bennett  toward  the 
door  but  again  had  to  exit  for  air.  Despite  flames  spreading  overhead  into  the 
kitchen  and  out  through  the  door,  Holland  re-entered  the  apartment  again. 
He  grasped  Bennett  and  dragged  him  to  the  door,  where  another  man  assisted 
in  getting  Bennett  to  safety.  Bennett  sustained  smoke  inhalation  and  serious 
burns  and  died  seven  weeks  later.  Holland  recovered  from  smoke  inhalation 
and  lacerations  to  a  foot.  723 1 7-823 1 


KARRY  STEVEN  HOWARD,  deceased 
Rainsville,  Alabama 

Karry  Steven  Howard  died  helping  to  save  Jason  Woodle  from  drowning, 
Guntersville,  Alabama,  June  21,  1997.  Jason,  16,  was  swimming  in  Town 
Creek  with  two  other  boys  when  he  began  to  struggle  in  deep  water  at  a  point 
about  125  feet  from  the  bank.  Fishing  from  the  bank,  Howard,  32,  logger, 
who  was  one  of  the  adults  in  Jason’s  party,  immediately  removed  his  shoes 
then  dived  into  the  water  and  swam  to  Jason.  He  pushed  Jason  toward  the 
bank.  Concluding  that  Howard  was  tiring,  another  man  entered  the  water  to 
aid  in  Jason’s  rescue,  as  did  Jason’s  uncle.  Those  men  returned  Jason  safely  to 
the  bank  but  then  saw  Howard  submerge,  and  they  could  not  locate  him.  He 
was  recovered  from  the  creek  later  that  evening;  he  had  drowned. 

71800-8220 


DAVID  N.  JONES 

Warner  Robins,  Georgia 

David  N.  Jones  helped  to  save  Johnnie  E.  Williamson,  Jr.,  from  burning,  Fort 
Valley,  Georgia,  June  2,  1997.  Williamson,  49,  was  trapped  in  the  cab  of  his 
tractor-trailer  after  the  truck  collided  with  a  moving  train,  derailing  it.  Flames 
broke  out  at  the  tractor,  the  driver’s  side  of  which  was  against  the  train.  Trav¬ 
eling  nearby,  Jones,  27,  water  treatment  operator,  and  another  man  saw  the 
accident.  They  ran  to  the  passenger  side  of  Williamson’s  truck  and  pulled  on 
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the  door,  which  was  jammed.  Instructing  Williamson  to  kick  the  door,  Jones 
and  the  other  man  partially  opened  it,  allowing  Williamson  to  get  his  upper 
body  out.  As  Jones  continued  to  pull  on  the  door  to  enlarge  the  opening,  the 
other  man  grasped  Williamson  and  pulled  him  the  rest  of  the  way  out.  By 
then,  flames  had  spread  to  the  cab.  Jones  and  the  other  man  walked 
Williamson  away  from  the  tractor,  which  was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames  and 
was  destroyed.  Williamson  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  a  burn  to  his  right 
arm  and  other  injury,  and  he  recovered.  72026-8209 


DENNIS  JOOS,  DECEASED 
Stewartstown,  New  Hampshire 

Dennis  Joos  died  attempting  to  rescue  Vickie  M.  Bunnell  from  assault,  Cole- 
brook,  New  Hampshire,  August  19,  1997.  Ms.  Bunnell,  45,  and  others  fled  the 
building  which  housed  Ms.  Bunnell’s  law  office  as  well  as  the  operations  of  a 
newspaper  after  a  man  armed  with  an  assault  rifle  arrived  at  the  premises  in  a 
stolen  police  cruiser.  The  man,  whom  Ms.  Bunnell  recognized,  had  just  killed 
two  state  police  troopers  not  far  away.  As  Ms.  Bunnell  ran  across  the  parking  lot 
at  the  rear  of  the  building,  the  man,  standing  at  a  point  near  the  building’s  back 
door,  shot  her.  At  work  in  the  building,  Joos,  5 1 ,  editor,  ran  through  the  back 
door,  then  approached  and  grasped  the  assailant,  who  outweighed  Joos.  During 
the  ensuing  struggle  for  control  of  the  rifle,  the  assailant  shot  Joos,  felling  him. 
The  assailant  then  left  the  scene  but  was  later  killed  in  a  shootout  with  police. 
Ms.  Bunnell  and  Joos  died  of  their  gunshot  wounds.  72005-8227 


JOHN  D.  KAISER 

Bermuda  Dunes,  California 

John  D.  Kaiser  saved  Christina  A.  Huerta,  Graciela  Vega,  and  Valerie  H. 
Huerta  from  burning,  Indian  Wells,  California,  August  14,  1997.  Dazed, 
Christina,  15;  Graciela,  17,  and  Valerie,  14,  remained  in  the  car  in  which  they 
were  passengers  after  a  highway  accident  in  which  the  car  caught  fire  on  its  pas¬ 
senger  side.  Kaiser,  26,  an  off-duty  deputy  sheriff,  drove  upon  the  scene  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  accident.  He  approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car  as  Christina 
was  emerging  through  its  rear,  side  window.  Kaiser  grasped  Christina  and 
pulled  her  from  the  vehicle,  then  turned  back  to  the  car,  partially  entered  it 
through  the  same  window,  and  grasped  Graciela,  who  also  was  in  the  back  seat. 
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He  pulled  Graciela  from  the  car.  Despite  quickly  growing  flames  that  by  then 
had  covered  the  passenger  side  of  the  car  and  were  beginning  to  enter  its  inte¬ 
rior,  Kaiser  extended  his  upper  body  through  the  drivers  window  and  grasped 
Valerie,  who,  still  wearing  her  safety  belt,  was  in  the  front  passenger  seat.  With 
difficulty,  he  released  the  belt  and  pulled  Valerie  partially  through  the  window. 
Another  man  arrived  and  assisted  in  freeing  her  from  the  car.  Kaiser  obtained  a 
fire  extinguisher  from  an  arriving  officer  and  returned  to  the  car  for  the  driver, 
who  had  been  thrown  to  the  passenger  side.  A  burst  of  flames  issued  from 
beneath  the  car,  burning  Kaiser  on  the  legs.  He  was  forced  away  from  the  vehi¬ 
cle,  which  was  then  engulfed  by  flame.  The  driver  was  killed  in  the  accident, 
but  the  three  rescued  girls,  who  required  hospital  treatment  for  injury,  survived. 
Kaiser  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  second-degree  burns  to  both 
legs,  which  caused  him  to  miss  two  months’  work.  72047-8229 


ELENA  J.  KELLER 
Silver  Spring,  Maryland 

Elena  J.  Keller  helped  to  rescue  Shonda  D.  Green  from  burning,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  August  22,  1997.  Shonda,  17,  was  unconscious  on  the  dining  room 
floor  of  a  friend’s  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  adjacent  living  room.  Ms. 
Keller,  49,  program  coordinator,  who  worked  nearby,  saw  smoke  and  responded 
to  the  scene,  where  she  found  flames  issuing  from  the  front  of  the  house.  At  the 
back  of  the  house,  Ms.  Keller  learned  that  Shonda  was  still  inside.  Approaching 
the  back  door  but  finding  it  locked,  Ms.  Keller  and  a  man  who  had  arrived  by 
then  kicked  the  door  open.  Ms.  Keller  and  another  man  then  entered  the  house 
and  began  to  crawl  through  it.  They  exited  because  of  the  dense  smoke,  which 
precluded  visibility.  On  a  subsequent  re-entry,  the  other  man  found  Shonda  and 
dragged  her  to  the  back  door,  where  Ms.  Keller  and  others  helped  to  remove  her 
from  the  house.  Shonda  sustained  serious  burns  to  most  of  her  body  and  died 
three  weeks  later.  Ms.  Keller  was  examined  at  the  hospital  for  smoke  inhalation 
and  minor  injury,  and  she  recovered.  72131-8206 


JOSEPH  H.  KUPUKAA,  JR. 

Ewa  Beach,  Hawaii 

Joseph  H.  Kupukaa,  Jr.,  rescued  Ramona  L.  Tuuga  from  assault,  Ewa  Beach, 
Hawaii,  October  5,  1996.  In  the  back  yard  of  her  residence,  Ms.  Tuuga,  34, 
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was  attacked  by  a  man,  who,  armed  with  a  knife,  had  just  attacked  her  young 
nephew  and  daughter.  Ms.  Tuuga  screamed  for  help,  attracting  the  attention 
of  Kupukaa,  28,  who  lived  nearby.  Kupukaa  ran  to  Ms.  Tuuga’s  yard  and 
positioned  himself  behind  the  assailant.  He  grasped  the  assailant’s  knife  hand 
and  disarmed  him,  then  removed  the  weapon  from  the  scene.  Police  arrived 
shortly  and  arrested  the  assailant.  Ms.  Tuuga  and  the  children  received  hospi¬ 
tal  treatment  for  their  injuries,  Ms.  Tuuga’s  daughter  requiring  surgery.  They 
recovered.  71381-8154 


DAMIAN  EDWARD  LANOUE 

Bourbonnais,  Illinois 

Damian  Edward  Lanoue  helped  to  rescue  Richard  L.  Carson  from  burning, 
Grant  Park,  Illinois,  July  30,  1997.  Carson,  61,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat 
of  a  pickup  truck  that,  in  a  highway  accident,  had  left  the  roadway,  struck 
and  broke  off  a  wooden  utility  pole,  and  caught  fire.  Approaching  the  scene 
in  his  vehicle,  Lanoue,  24,  truck  driver,  saw  the  burning  truck  at  the  base  of 
the  pole.  He  stopped  and,  despite  live  high-voltage  lines  about  the  truck  and 
pole,  approached  the  driver’s  door  and  attempted  to  open  it.  With  flames 
growing  on  the  wreckage,  Lanoue  and  another  man  who  had  arrived  bent 
down  the  window  frame  of  the  driver’s  door  to  enlarge  an  opening.  The  men 
then  reached  into  the  truck,  grasped  Carson,  and  pulled  him  out,  through  the 
opening.  Lanoue  and  the  other  man  dragged  Carson  away  from  the  truck 
within  seconds  of  a  rush  of  flames  that  engulfed  it.  Carson  required  medical 
treatment  for  injury  sustained  in  the  accident,  and  Lanoue  sustained  minor 
burns  to  his  arms,  from  which  he  recovered.  71967-8201 


RONALD  H.  LARSEN 

Elko,  Nevada 

Ronald  H.  Larsen  rescued  Nicholas  R.  Nolte  from  burning,  Elko,  Nevada, 
January  17,  1997.  Nicholas,  3,  was  one  of  three  children  remaining  in  his 
family’s  one-story  house  after  fire  erupted  in  the  kitchen  at  night.  Neighbors, 
including  Larsen,  57,  excavating  contractor,  responded  to  the  scene  and 
began  to  look  for  the  children.  Larsen  entered  the  house  by  climbing  through 
a  bedroom  window;  he  crawled  throughout  the  room  to  search  for  them  but 
was  forced  by  smoke  to  return  to  the  window  for  air.  He  penetrated  the  house 
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again,  leaving  the  bedroom  and  crawling  through  an  adjoining  hall  toward 
the  burning  kitchen.  Finding  Nicholas  unconscious  on  the  floor  of  the 
smoke-filled  hall,  Larsen  took  him  to  the  bedroom  and  handed  him  through 
the  window  to  others.  Larsen  searched  the  hall  again  for  the  other  children, 
who  were  rescued  by  a  police  officer  and  a  firefighter,  before  exiting  the  house 
through  the  bedroom  window.  Nicholas  and  the  two  other  children  required 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  burns.  Larsen  sustained  smoke  inhalation,  for 
which  he  was  treated  at  the  hospital.  71503-8173 


DURVAL  LINHARES 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Durval  Linhares  helped  to  save  Norberto  Crisostomo  from  an  impending 
explosion,  Etobicoke,  Ontario,  September  1  1,  1995.  Crisostomo,  52,  and  a 
co-worker  were  inside  an  excavation  beneath  a  city  street,  working  on  a  nat¬ 
ural  gas  line.  A  massive  eruption  of  gas  under  high  pressure  in  the  line 
blew  them,  and  the  protective  cage  in  which  they  worked,  out  of  the  exca¬ 
vation  and  onto  the  street.  They  remained  in  the  cage,  badly  injured,  as 
the  gas  vented  loudly  and  forcefully  nearby,  blowing  debris  high  into  the 
air.  Linhares,  31,  a  driver  who  had  delivered  cement  to  the  site,  had  been 
standing  near  the  excavation  when  the  blast  knocked  him  backward  and 
dazed  him.  Seeing  Crisostomo  inside  the  cage,  Linhares  ran  into  the  escaping 
gas  to  him  and  attempted  to  extract  him  from  the  cage  by  extending  a  board 
to  him.  Linhares  then  grasped  Crisostomo  by  the  arms  and  pulled  him. 
Joined  by  two  other  men,  Linhares  and  they  removed  Crisostomo  to  a  point 
across  the  street.  The  two  other  men  then  helped  remove  the  co-worker  to 
safety.  As  gas  continued  to  blow  from  the  excavation,  the  immediate  vicinity, 
containing  two  filling  stations,  was  evacuated.  Crisostomo  required  extensive 
hospitalization  for  severe  injury.  Linhares  was  scratched  and  bruised  by 
debris,  but  he  recovered.  70409-8180 


JOAQUIM  MARQUES 

Mississauga,  Ontario 

Joaquim  Marques  helped  to  save  Frank  Conroy  from  an  impending  explo¬ 
sion,  Etobicoke,  Ontario,  September  1 1,  1995.  Conroy,  38,  and  a  co-worker 
were  inside  an  excavation  beneath  a  city  street,  working  on  a  natural  gas  line. 
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A  massive  eruption  of  gas  under  high  pressure  in  the  line  blew  them,  and  the 
protective  cage  in  which  they  worked,  out  of  the  excavation  and  onto  the 
street.  They  remained  in  the  cage,  badly  injured,  as  the  gas  vented  loudly  and 
forcefully  nearby,  blowing  debris  high  into  the  air.  A  member  of  the  same 
work  crew,  Marques,  47,  fitter,  had  been  standing  near  the  excavation  when 
the  blast  knocked  him  to  the  ground.  He  ran  from  the  site  and,  while  stop¬ 
ping  traffic,  saw  other  men  remove  Conroy’s  co-worker  from  the  cage.  Then 
seeing  Conroy  inside  it,  Marques  ran  into  the  escaping  gas,  knelt  at  the  cage, 
and  pulled  Conroy  out.  Joined  by  two  of  the  other  men,  Marques  and  they 
removed  Conroy  to  a  point  across  the  street.  As  gas  continued  to  blow  from 
the  excavation,  the  immediate  vicinity,  containing  two  filling  stations,  was 
evacuated.  Conroy  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  severe  injury.  Marques 
was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  scratches  and  bruises,  and  he  recovered. 

70408-8183 


ERIC  STEVEN  MARTINS,  deceased 
Fall  River,  Massachusetts 

Eric  Steven  Martins  died  after  attempting  to  save  Kyle  M.  DeMello  from  suf¬ 
focation,  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  October  31,  1997.  Kyle,  1 1,  and  Eric,  12, 
student,  were  playing  atop  a  pile  of  gravel  at  a  cement  plant  when  Kyle 
became  caught  in  the  gravel  as  it  dropped  into  the  hopper  below.  He  called 
for  help.  Eric  immediately  responded  and  pulled  at  Kyle’s  leg  but  could  not 
free  him.  Both  boys  were  pulled  into  the  hopper,  buried  by  gravel.  A  boy  who 
had  been  with  them  ran  for  help,  and  police  officers,  firefighters,  and  others 
who  responded  worked  to  free  Kyle  and  Eric.  Rescuers  first  attempted  to  dig 
them  out  from  the  top  of  the  pile  then  were  successful  in  removing  them 
through  the  base  of  the  hopper  amidst  falling  gravel.  Both  boys  were  hospital¬ 
ized;  Kyle  was  treated  for  multiple  injuries,  but  Eric  died  two  days  later  of  his 
injuries.  72227-8233 


DARREN  L.  McKINNEY 
Washington,  D.C. 

Darren  L.  McKinney  rescued  a  woman  from  assault,  Washington,  D.C., 
April  1,  1997.  A  20-year-old  woman  was  in  the  foyer  of  an  apartment  build¬ 
ing  to  deliver  a  pizza  when  a  17-year-old  boy  entered  the  building  and 
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attempted  to  rob  her  at  knifepoint.  A  resident  of  the  building,  McKinney,  38, 
saw  the  assault  and  shouted  at  the  assailant  to  leave.  As  the  assailant  contin¬ 
ued  his  robbery  attempt,  McKinney  rushed  him,  taking  him  across  the  foyer 
and  out  the  building’s  front  door.  They  struggled  in  front  of  the  building, 
where  McKinney  disarmed  the  assailant  and  held  him  until  police  arrived 
shortly  and  arrested  him.  McKinney  sustained  a  black  eye  and  abrasions, 
from  which  he  recovered.  71604-8168 


JOSEPH  PAUL  MENO 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Joseph  Paul  Meno  helped  to  rescue  Richard  L.  Carson  from  burning,  Grant 
Park,  Illinois,  July  30,  1997.  Carson,  61,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  a 
pickup  truck  that,  in  a  highway  accident,  had  left  the  roadway,  struck  and 
broke  off  a  wooden  utility  pole,  and  caught  fire.  Approaching  the  scene  in  his 
vehicle,  Meno,  50,  stone  fabricator,  saw  the  burning  truck  at  the  base  of  the 
pole.  He  stopped  and,  despite  live  high-voltage  lines  about  the  truck  and 
pole,  approached  the  driver’s  door  and  attempted  to  open  it.  With  flames 
growing  on  the  wreckage,  Meno  and  another  man  who  had  arrived  bent 
down  the  window  frame  of  the  driver’s  door  to  enlarge  an  opening.  The  men 
then  reached  into  the  truck,  grasped  Carson,  and  pulled  him  out,  through  the 
opening.  Meno  and  the  other  man  dragged  Carson  away  from  the  truck 
within  seconds  of  a  rush  of  flames  that  engulfed  it.  Carson  required  medical 
treatment  for  injury  sustained  in  the  accident,  and  Meno  sustained  lacera¬ 
tions  and  minor  burns  to  his  hands  and  arms,  from  which  he  recovered. 

71968-8200 


MARC  M.  MEUNIER 

New  Bedford,  Massachusetts 

Marc  M.  Meunier  helped  to  save  Leslie  L.  and  Helene  E.  Faulkner  from 
drowning,  Carver,  Massachusetts,  March  18,  1997.  Faulkner,  62,  and  his 
wife,  71,  were  traveling  in  their  automobile  on  a  roadway  atop  an  earthen 
dam  when  that  section  of  the  dam  collapsed  beneath  them.  Their  car 
dropped  into  the  deep,  10-foot-wide  gap  that  was  created  initially  and  was 
pinned  against  debris  by  turbulent  breach  waters  from  East  Head  Pond,  the 
adjacent  reservoir.  Faulkner  and  his  wife  were  trapped  in  the  car,  which  began 
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to  fill  with  water.  Meunier,  40,  correction  officer,  was  one  of  the  first 
motorists  on  the  scene,  as  was  a  man  who  jumped  onto  the  submerging  cars 
exposed  trunk  and  broke  out  the  rear  window.  At  the  edge  of  the  breach, 
Meunier  and  other  men  pulled  Faulkner,  then  his  wife,  from  the  car  to  the 
roadway,  with  Meunier  extended  into  the  breach,  held  by  others,  to  reach  the 
victims.  The  turbulent  rush  of  water  continued  to  widen  the  breach,  under¬ 
mining  the  pavement  from  which  the  men  acted.  Faulkner  and  his  wife 
required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  their  injuries.  Meunier  required 
medical  treatment  for  a  pulled  muscle,  from  which  he  recovered. 

71743-8176 


DAVID  MILLER 

Kensington,  California 

David  Miller  saved  Seth  De  La  Riva  and  Jason  Flores  from  drowning,  Bodega 
Bay,  California,  August  10,  1997.  Flores,  21,  was  wading  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
off  a  state  beach  when  a  strong  current  carried  him  farther  from  shore  and  into 
deeper  water.  He  struggled  against  the  current  but  tired  in  the  cold  water  and 
waved  for  help.  His  cousin,  De  La  Riva,  22,  responded  in  a  rescue  attempt,  but 
he  too  tired  against  the  current.  Miller,  49,  electrical  contractor,  entered  the 
water  and  waded  and  swam  to  the  men.  At  first  by  pulling  and  pushing  each, 
then  by  towing  them,  Miller,  laboriously  fighting  the  current  and  waves,  took 
Flores  and  De  La  Riva  to  wadable  water.  Flores  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of 
water  in  his  lungs,  and  De  La  Riva  was  exhausted.  They  recovered.  71995-8217 


MICHAEL  E.  MILLER 

Ecorse,  Michigan 

Michael  E.  Miller  saved  Sheila  B.  Pruner  from  burning,  Ecorse,  Michigan, 
April  3,  1997.  Sheila,  2,  was  in  her  family’s  second-floor  apartment  with  five 
other  children  and  their  babysitter  when  fire  broke  out  in  a  bedroom  of  that 
unit.  Driving  in  the  vicinity,  Miller,  43,  steelworker,  saw  flames  issuing  from 
the  bedroom  window,  then  saw  the  babysitter  at  the  apartment’s  adjacent  liv¬ 
ing  room  window,  which  was  in  a  dormer.  Miller  climbed  to  that  portion  of 
the  roof  at  the  base  of  the  dormer  and  aided  in  the  removal  of  three  of  the 
children.  He  then  climbed  through  the  window  into  the  living  room,  where 
dense  smoke  precluded  visibility.  After  two  attempts,  Miller  found  Sheila, 
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who  was  semiconscious,  on  the  floor.  Guided  by  the  voice  of  a  man  at  the 
window,  Miller  returned  to  the  window  and  handed  Sheila  out  to  the  man, 
then  exited  himself.  Firefighters  arriving  by  then  removed  the  remaining  two 
children  from  the  house.  All  of  the  children  required  hospital  treatment  for 
smoke  inhalation.  Miller  also  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  smoke  inhalation, 
from  which  he  recovered.  71700-8174 


TOMAS  RUDY  MONTOYA 

Baldwin  Park,  California 

Tomas  Rudy  Montoya  rescued  Minh  C.  Vo  from  burning,  Irwindale,  Califor¬ 
nia,  August  11,  1997.  Vo,  25,  was  the  driver  and  sole  occupant  of  an  automo¬ 
bile  that,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  left  a  freeway  and  went  down  an 
embankment,  then  came  to  a  rest  against  a  fence,  where  it  caught  fire. 
Among  motorists  witnessing  the  accident  and  stopping  at  the  scene  was 
Montoya,  21,  college  student.  ITe  immediately  descended  the  embankment 
to  the  car,  finding  Vo  unconscious  inside.  Despite  flames  both  inside  the  car 
and  outside  it  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  Montoya  opened  the  driver’s  door, 
leaned  inside,  and  struggled  to  free  Vo,  whose  clothes  were  aflame.  After 
repeated  attempts,  Montoya  pulled  Vo  from  the  car,  then  dragged  him  to  a 
point  of  safety.  The  car  became  engulfed  by  flame.  Vo  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  severe  burns,  and  Montoya  required  hospital  treatment  for  sec¬ 
ond-degree  burns  to  his  hands,  from  which  he  recovered.  72024-8203 


HOWARD  S.  MORASH,  deceased 
Dartmouth,  Nova  Scotia 

Howard  S.  Morash  died  attempting  to  save  David  H.D.R  Cameron  from 
drowning,  New  Glasgow,  Nova  Scotia,  August  31,  1997.  Cameron,  46,  was 
attempting  to  return  to  shore  against  a  strong  current  while  swimming  in  the 
Northumberland  Strait.  Tiring,  he  shouted  for  help.  A  friend,  Morash,  48, 
electrician  foreman,  was  on  the  beach.  Morash  removed  only  his  shoes  and, 
despite  rough  surf  conditions,  entered  the  water  and  swam  toward  Cameron. 
He  reached  a  point  within  a  few  feet  of  Cameron,  then  was  swept  farther  out 
and  submerged.  Others  who  had  entered  the  water  rescued  Cameron.  Morash 
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was  then  recovered,  unconscious,  from  the  surf,  but  he  could  not  be  revived. 
He  had  drowned.  72065-8215 


WILLIAM  NORMAN  MOREAU 

Penetanguishene,  Ontario 

William  Norman  Moreau  rescued  Tracy  D.  Grenier  from  burning,  Waverley, 
Ontario,  September  20,  1997.  Ms.  Grenier,  19,  remained  in  the  car  in  which 
she  was  a  passenger  after  the  car  left  the  roadway  at  night,  struck  a  stone 
monument,  and  broke  into  flame.  Moreau,  28,  business  operator,  drove  upon 
the  scene  shortly  and  ran  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  burning  car.  Black  smoke 
issued  from  the  car,  preventing  Moreau  from  seeing  inside.  He  leaned 
through  the  window  of  the  driver’s  door,  then  groped  and  found  Ms.  Grenier. 
He  grasped  her  and  pulled  her,  with  difficulty,  through  the  window,  then  pat¬ 
ted  out  flames  on  her  attire  and  dragged  her  away  from  the  car.  Moreau 
returned  to  the  car  to  aid  the  three  others  inside,  but  he  was  driven  back  by 
intense  flames  which  shortly  engulfed  the  car.  Ms.  Grenier  required  lengthy 
hospitalization  for  severe  burns  and  other  injury.  Moreau  sustained  burns, 
including  second-degree,  to  his  hands,  requiring  hospital  treatment.  He 
recovered.  72121-8223 


R.  STEPHEN  MORRISON 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

R.  Stephen  Morrison  helped  to  save  Leslie  L.  and  Helene  E.  Faulkner  from 
drowning,  Carver,  Massachusetts,  March  18,  1997.  Faulkner,  62,  and  his 
wife,  71,  were  traveling  in  their  automobile  on  a  roadway  atop  an  earthen 
dam  when  that  section  of  the  dam  collapsed  beneath  them.  Their  car 
dropped  into  the  deep,  10-foot-wide  gap  that  was  created  initially  and  was 
pinned  against  debris  by  turbulent  breach  waters  from  East  Head  Pond,  the 
adjacent  reservoir.  Faulkner  and  his  wife  were  trapped  in  the  car,  which  began 
to  fill  with  water.  Morrison,  47,  sales  representative,  drove  upon  the  scene 
and  stopped,  joining  other  motorists,  including  one  who  had  jumped  onto 
the  submerging  car’s  exposed  trunk  and  broken  out  the  rear  window.  At  the 
edge  of  the  breach,  Morrison  and  other  men  pulled  Faulkner,  then  his  wife, 
from  the  car  to  the  roadway,  with  one  of  the  other  men,  held  by  Morrison, 
extended  into  the  breach  to  reach  the  victims.  The  turbulent  rush  of  water 
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continued  to  widen  the  breach,  undermining  the  pavement  from  which  the 
men  acted.  Faulkner  and  his  wife  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of 
their  injuries.  72032-8177 


GREGORY  CHAD  MORTER,  deceased 
Boyers,  Pennsylvania 

Gregory  Chad  Morter  died  attempting  to  rescue  Kimberly  M.  Tack  from 
assault,  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  September  2,  1996.  Ms.  Tack,  29,  was  entering 
the  first-floor  doorway  to  a  second-floor  apartment  at  night  when  she  was 
grabbed  from  behind  by  a  man  armed  with  a  handgun.  The  assailant  pulled 
her  from  the  porch  and  began  to  drag  her  through  the  back  yard  of  the 
adjoining  property.  Ms.  Tack  cried  out  for  help.  Her  nephew,  Morter,  24, 
sales  representative,  who  was  spending  the  night  in  the  apartment,  was 
alerted.  He  immediately  ran  down  the  stairs  and  outside.  Reaching  Ms.  Tack, 
Morter  grabbed  her  and  pulled  her  away  from  the  assailant.  He  calmed  her 
and  asked  the  assailant  to  leave  her  alone.  The  assailant  fired  a  shot,  striking 
Morter  in  the  chest.  Mortally  wounded,  Morter  fell  to  the  ground.  Ms.  Tack 
was  kidnapped  by  the  assailant,  but  she  escaped  about  five  hours  later.  The 
assailant  was  subsequently  captured  by  police.  71041-8184 


LEVI  PALITUQ 

Pond  Inlet,  Northwest  Territories 

Levi  Palituq  attempted  to  save  Daniel  Kanayuk  from  drowning.  Pond  Inlet, 
Northwest  Territories,  July  16,  1996.  Kanayuk,  32,  fell  through  a  hole  in  the 
ice  while  returning  from  a  hunting  expedition  by  snowmobile  across  that  por¬ 
tion  of  Eclipse  Sound  that  was  yet  frozen  over.  He  lost  consciousness  in  the 
frigid  water.  Palituq,  31,  hunter,  was  in  a  boat  about  200  feet  away,  where  he 
was  waking  to  take  Kanayuk  and  others  in  his  party  across  the  sound’s  open 
water.  Seeing  the  accident,  Palituq  immediately  stepped  onto  the  ice  and 
started  to  run  toward  the  hole.  His  boots  becoming  heavy  en  route,  he 
removed  them  and  continued,  barefoot.  At  the  hole,  Palituq  saw  only  parts  of 
Kanayuk’s  attire  at  the  surface  of  the  water.  After  trying  to  reach  Kanayuk 
with  a  stick  that  proved  too  short,  Palituq  dived  into  the  arctic  water,  which 
was  more  than  100  feet  deep,  and  grasped  him.  He  pushed  Kanayuk  to  the 
surface  twice  but  submerged  while  doing  so  each  time.  Kanayuk  sank,  and 
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Palituq  lost  consciousness.  Another  hunter  from  Kanayuks  party  arrived  and 
removed  Palituq  from  the  water  with  the  use  of  a  seal  hook.  Palituq  required 
medical  treatment  for  hypothermia  and  other  ill  effects,  and  he  recovered. 
Kanayuk  was  not  found.  7221 6-8 1 94 


JASON  TODD  PARKER,  deceased 
Seaford,  Virginia 

Jason  Todd  Parker  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Darrelle  N.  Gauthier  from 
suffocation,  Yorktown,  Virginia,  September  5,  1996.  While  working  in  a 
below-deck  holding  tank  at  a  naval  station,  Gauthier,  42,  was  overcome  when 
liquid  sewage  began  to  enter  the  tank.  He  had  shouted,  attracting  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  co-workers  outside  the  tank.  After  two  of  the  co-workers  entered  the 
tank  in  rescue  attempts  but  were  also  overcome,  Parker,  23,  maintenance 
worker,  immediately  entered.  He  too  was  overcome.  Rescue  workers  removed 
all  four  men,  but  none  of  them  could  be  revived.  They  had  drowned. 

71131-8163 


ROBERT  ALLISTER  PORTER 

Mississauga,  Ontario 

Robert  Allister  Porter  helped  to  save  Norberto  Crisostomo  and  Frank  Conroy 
from  an  impending  explosion,  Etobicoke,  Ontario,  September  11,  1995. 
Crisostomo,  52,  and  Conroy,  38,  were  inside  an  excavation  beneath  a  city 
street,  working  on  a  natural  gas  line.  A  massive  eruption  of  gas  under  high 
pressure  in  the  line  blew  them,  and  the  protective  cage  in  which  they  worked, 
out  of  the  excavation  and  onto  the  street.  They  remained  in  the  cage,  badly 
injured,  as  the  gas  vented  loudly  and  forcefully  nearby,  blowing  debris  high 
into  the  air.  Porter,  34,  graphic  artist,  was  in  an  office  nearby  when  he  heard 
the  loud  rumbling  sound  of  the  escaping  gas,  then  was  alerted  to  the  blast. 
He  went  to  the  scene.  Seeing  Crisostomo  inside  the  cage,  Porter  ran  into  the 
escaping  gas  and,  joined  by  two  other  men,  grasped  Crisostomo  and  removed 
him  to  a  point  across  the  street.  Porter  then  returned  toward  the  excavation 
and  helped  two  men  remove  Conroy  to  safety.  As  gas  continued  to  blow  from 
the  excavation,  the  immediate  vicinity,  containing  two  filling  stations,  was 
evacuated.  Crisostomo  and  Conroy  required  extensive  hospitalization  for 
severe  injury.  70184-8182 


♦ 

36 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
- ♦ - 


HARVEY  RANDOLPH 
Palm  Bay,  Florida 

Harvey  Randolph  rescued  Jill  Fitzgerald  from  attacking  dogs,  Palm  Bay, 
Florida,  September  18,  1997.  Ms.  Fitzgerald  37,  was  jogging  in  her  neighbor¬ 
hood  when  four  pit  bull  dogs  approached  and  attacked  her,  knocking  her  to 
the  ground.  As  the  dogs  bit  and  pulled  on  Ms.  Fitzgerald,  she  called  for  help, 
attracting  the  attention  of  a  neighbor,  Randolph,  53,  plumbing  contractor. 
Unarmed,  Randolph  ran  to  Ms.  Fitzgerald  and  kicked  at  the  dogs  repeatedly, 
and  he  attempted,  without  success,  to  pull  her  to  her  feet.  On  one  attempt, 
Randolph  also  went  to  the  ground,  at  which  time  the  dogs  attacked  him. 
Randolph  stood,  grasped  Ms.  Fitzgerald,  and  pulled  her  to  a  van  parked 
about  40  feet  away,  the  dogs  following,  growling  and  snarling.  Randolph 
pushed  Ms.  Fitzgerald  into  the  van  then  climbed  in  himself.  The  dogs  circled 
the  van,  and  when  paramedics  arrived,  the  dogs  turned  on  them.  After  the 
dogs  left  the  scene,  Ms.  Fitzgerald  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was 
detained  four  days  for  treatment  of  extensive  bite  wounds.  Randolph  was 
treated  for  a  puncture  wound  and  later  underwent  surgery  to  repair  an  elbow 
wounded  by  the  dogs.  72144-8207 


MARIE-EVE  RENAUD 

Montreal,  Quebec 

Marie-Eve  Renaud  saved  Gerard  Gravel  from  being  struck  by  falling  debris, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  July  30,  1996.  Driving  an  automobile  on  a  downtown 
street,  Gravel,  50,  was  stopped  in  traffic  beneath  a  railroad  overpass.  Atop  the 
overpass,  a  loaded  dump  truck  weighing  in  excess  of  25  tons  broke  through 
the  structure,  sending  large  chunks  of  concrete  and  other  debris  onto  Gravel’s 
car.  The  debris  demolished  the  car  and  jammed  and  blocked  its  doors,  trap¬ 
ping  Gravel  inside.  The  truck  itself  remained  suspended  overhead  through 
the  resulting  hole  in  the  overpass  ceiling,  where  it  dropped  part  of  its  cargo  of 
sand  and  stone  onto  Gravel’s  car.  Gravel  shouted  for  help.  Another  motorist 
in  the  vicinity,  Ms.  Renaud,  22,  college  student,  left  her  car  and  approached 
the  scene.  With  debris  continuing  to  fall,  she  pulled  on  the  driver’s  door  of 
Gravels  car  until  it  opened,  then  helped  Gravel  crawl  out.  1  hey  fled  to  safety. 

72218-8196 
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JODI  C.  RODERICK 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Jodi  C.  Roderick  helped  to  save  Leslie  L.  and  Helene  E.  Faulkner  from 
drowning,  Carver,  Massachusetts,  March  18,  1997.  Faulkner,  62,  and  his 
wife,  71,  were  traveling  in  their  automobile  on  a  roadway  atop  an  earthen 
dam  when  that  section  of  the  dam  collapsed  beneath  them.  Their  car 
dropped  into  the  deep,  10-foot-wide  gap  that  was  created  initially  and  was 
pinned  against  debris  by  turbulent  breach  waters  from  East  Head  Pond,  the 
adjacent  reservoir.  Faulkner  and  his  wife  were  trapped  in  the  car,  which  began 
to  fill  with  water.  One  of  the  first  motorists  on  the  scene,  Roderick,  37,  heat¬ 
ing  and  air  conditioning  technician,  obtained  a  hammer,  then  jumped  onto 
the  submerging  car’s  exposed  trunk  and  broke  out  the  rear  window  before 
returning  to  the  roadway.  At  the  edge  of  the  breach,  Roderick  and  other  men 
pulled  Faulkner,  then  his  wife,  from  the  car  to  the  roadway,  with  one  of  the 
other  men,  held  by  Roderick,  extended  into  the  breach  to  reach  the  victims. 
The  turbulent  rush  of  water  continued  to  widen  the  breach,  undermining  the 
pavement  from  which  the  men  acted.  Faulkner  and  his  wife  required  hospi¬ 
talization  for  treatment  of  their  injuries.  71598-8175 


BRIAN  TOSHIO  SANDERS,  deceased 
San  Carlos,  California 

Brian  Toshio  Sanders  died  attempting  to  save  Brian  T.  Pearce  from  drowning,  Over- 
ton,  Nevada,  May  17,  1997.  After  Pearce,  22,  jumped  from  a  ledge  of  the  cliffs 
forming  Cathedral  Cove  on  the  Overton  Arm  of  Lake  Mead,  he  entered  the  water 
and  surfaced  briefly  but  then  submerged  and  did  not  re-appear.  Others  in  his  party, 
including  Sanders,  1 9,  college  student,  dived  in  the  30-foot-deep  water  in  search  of 
him.  Sanders  made  repeated  dives  over  the  course  of  several  minutes  before  he  sub¬ 
merged  a  final  time.  Responding  divers  located  Pearce  and  Sanders  on  the  floor  of 
the  cove  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other.  Both  had  drowned.  72006-8226 


CATHY  SCHUH 
Milan,  Michigan 

Cathy  Schuh  rescued  Russell  H.  Tackett  and  helped  to  rescue  Matthew  G. 
Reed  from  burning,  Willis,  Michigan,  August  18,  1997.  Russell,  16,  and 


♦ 

38 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
- ♦ - 


Reed,  18,  were  trapped  inside  a  car  that  erupted  into  flame  after  an  accident 
at  night  on  a  secluded  dirt  road.  Approaching  in  her  vehicle,  Ms.  Schuh,  36, 
waitress,  saw  flames  at  the  scene  and  stopped.  She  approached  the  passenger 
side  of  the  car,  on  which  flames  issued  from  the  engine,  then  reached  inside, 
grasped  Reed,  who  was  unconscious,  and  attempted,  without  success,  to 
remove  him.  As  Russell  then  shouted  for  help,  Ms.  Schuh  went  to  the  other 
side  of  the  car  and  forced  open  the  driver’s  door,  which  had  been  jammed. 
Flames  by  then  were  spreading  to  the  interior  of  the  car.  Ms.  Schuh  grasped 
Russell,  pulled  him  out  of  the  car,  then  dragged  him  away  from  it.  Reed 
shouted  for  help,  and  Ms.  Schuh  returned  to  the  passenger  side,  where  she 
attempted,  again  without  success,  to  remove  him.  Despite  flames  on  the  dri¬ 
ver’s  and  back  seats,  she  entered  the  car  in  her  attempt  but  had  to  withdraw 
because  of  conditions.  Another  woman  who  had  responded  freed  Reed  from 
the  wreckage.  Ms.  Schuh  pulled  him  from  the  car  and  dragged  him  away,  the 
other  woman  patting  out  flames  on  his  leg.  The  car  was  shortly  engulfed  by 
flames.  Russell  and  Reed  required  hospital  treatment  for  burns  and  other 
injury.  Ms.  Schuh  strained  her  back  and  inhaled  smoke;  she  recovered. 

72090-8213 


ROBERT  J.  SEYBOLD,  JR. 

Manchester,  Pennsylvania 

Robert  J.  Seybold,  Jr.,  rescued  Jon  H.  Van  Derslice  from  burning,  New  Cum¬ 
berland,  Pennsylvania,  March  11,  1997.  Van  Derslice,  42,  was  in  his  fourth- 
floor  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room  and  filled  the 
apartment  with  dense  smoke.  Dispatched  in  his  capacity  as  part-time  emer¬ 
gency  medical  technician,  Seybold,  39,  mechanic,  responded  to  the  scene, 
arriving  before  firefighters,  and  learned  that  someone  was  possibly  trapped  in 
the  building.  Seybold  went  to  the  fourth-floor  and  crawled  into  the  burning 
apartment.  Fie  became  disoriented  while  conducting  a  search  in  the  dense 
smoke  and  retreated  to  the  hall.  Re-entering,  Seybold  resumed  his  search.  He 
heard  Van  Derslice  and  crawled  to  where  he  lay  on  the  floor  of  the  living 
room.  Seybold  grasped  Van  Derslice,  who  was  badly  burned  and  part  of 
whose  clothing  was  aflame,  and  dragged  him  from  the  apartment,  then  cut 
off  his  burning  attire.  Van  Derslice  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  his 
burns  but  died  three  days  later.  Seybold  required  hospital  treatment  for 
smoke  inhalation.  71583-8158 
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MICHAEL  A.  SIGALAS 
Chico,  California 

Michael  A.  Sigalas  rescued  Leslie  H.  Anderson  from  burning,  Smartville,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  June  13,  1997.  Anderson,  48,  was  trapped  inside  her  burning  pickup 
truck,  which  had  overturned  onto  its  driver’s  side  in  a  highway  accident. 
Sigalas,  32,  editor  and  college  instructor,  approached  the  scene  in  his  vehicle. 
He  immediately  ran  to  the  pickup,  the  cab  of  which  was  filled  with  flames  that 
extended  through  the  open  passenger  window,  which  was  then  on  top  of  the 
wreckage.  Sigalas  climbed  atop  the  pickup  then  crouched,  reached  through  the 
window,  and  grasped  Ms.  Anderson  by  the  arms.  He  pulled  Ms.  Anderson, 
who  was  aflame,  through  the  window,  then  released  her  to  the  pavement. 
Sigalas  then  jumped  from  the  truck  and  helped  to  extinguish  the  flames  on  her. 
Ms.  Anderson  required  lengthy  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive  and 
severe  burns.  Sigalas  sustained  minor  burns  and  other  injury,  from  which  he 
recovered.  71806-8178 


HENRY  PAUL  SILBERMAN 

Waverly  Hall,  Georgia 

Henry  Paul  Silberman  saved  Evelyn  M.  Clegg  and  Geraldine  M.  Culpepper 
from  burning,  Waverly  Hall,  Georgia,  September  20,  1997.  Ms.  Clegg,  63,  and 
her  sister,  Ms.  Culpepper,  60,  were  inside  Ms.  Clegg’s  one-story  home  when,  in 
early  morning,  propane  gas  that  had  leaked  into  the  house  exploded  and  set  fire 
to  the  structure.  Ms.  Clegg  attempted  to  flee  the  house,  but  debris  blocked  the 
front  door;  Ms.  Culpepper,  who  was  visiting,  was  disoriented,  and  she  screamed 
from  a  bedroom  near  the  front  door.  A  neighbor,  Silberman,  42,  manufacturing 
technician,  witnessed  the  explosion  and  immediately  ran  to  the  scene.  He  dis¬ 
lodged  the  debris  from  the  front  door  then  pulled  Ms.  Clegg  to  safety.  Despite 
flames  quickly  consuming  the  house,  Silberman  entered  through  the  front 
door,  located  Ms.  Culpepper  in  the  bedroom,  which  was  aflame,  and  pulled  her 
to  the  front  door.  They  exited  the  house  to  safety  minutes  before  the  house  was 
engulfed  by  fire.  Ms.  Clegg  and  two  others  who  also  had  escaped  the  house 
received  hospital  treatment  for  burns.  72167-8225 
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KEITH  HILTON  SMITH 
Shirley,  Illinois 

Keith  Hilton  Smith  rescued  Charles  E.  Will  from  burning,  Bloomington, 
Illinois,  July  25,  1997.  Dazed,  Will,  51,  lay  trapped  in  the  cab  of  his  gasoline 
tanker  truck  after  a  highway  accident  in  which  the  truck  turned  onto  its  dri¬ 
ver  s  side  and,  partially  off  the  highway,  began  to  burn.  Driving  nearby, 
Smith,  32,  limousine  service  owner,  saw  the  accident.  He  immediately  ran  to 
the  scene  and,  despite  flames  at  the  front  of  the  tanker  and  underneath  the 
cab,  approached  the  rig  and  shouted  to  Will.  He  reached  an  arm  through  a 
missing  part  of  the  windshield  and  grasped  Will,  then  pulled  him  from  the 
truck  just  before  flames  spread  to  the  cab.  Smith  took  Will  to  a  point  of 
safety  back  on  the  highway  before  the  rig’s  contents  erupted  into  flames 
quickly  and  burned  intensely.  Will  was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment 
of  a  burn  to  one  hand  and  other  injury.  71974-8193 


PHILIP  J.  SMITH 

Clarkston,  Michigan 

Philip  J.  Smith  helped  to  rescue  Betty  J.  Stomp  from  burning,  Southfield, 
Michigan,  May  4,  1997.  Ms.  Stomp,  75,  was  the  driver  of  an  automobile 
that,  stopped  at  an  intersection,  was  struck  from  behind  by  another  car. 
Flames  erupted  on  both  vehicles  and,  fueled  by  gasoline,  quickly  intensified 
on  Ms.  Stomps  car.  Others  at  the  scene,  including  Smith,  29,  systems  engi¬ 
neer  and  motorist  who  was  stopped  at  the  intersection,  responded  to  the 
burning  vehicles.  Smith  opened  the  driver’s  door  of  Ms.  Stomps  car  and 
attempted  to  remove  her  from  the  vehicle,  but  he  had  to  withdraw  because  of 
flame  conditions.  On  a  second  attempt,  he  pulled  Ms.  Stomp  out  of  the  car 
to  the  pavement  but  had  to  draw  back  again  when  his  attire  and  person 
caught  fire.  Extinguishing  the  flames  on  himself,  Smith  returned  to  Ms. 
Stomp,  who  also  was  aflame,  and  aided  in  taking  her  to  the  curb.  Others  who 
had  responded  rescued  Ms.  Stomps  husband  and  the  occupants  of  the  second 
car.  Ms.  Stomp  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  burns.  Smith  too  was  hospi¬ 
talized,  for  four  days,  for  treatment  of  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  his 
face  and  both  hands  and  knees.  71684-821 1 
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RANDOLPH  SPARKS,  deceased 
Lackey,  Virginia 

Randolph  Sparks  died  attempting  to  save  Darrelle  N.  Gauthier  from  suffoca¬ 
tion,  Yorktown,  Virginia,  September  5,  1996.  While  working  in  a  below-deck 
holding  tank  at  a  naval  station,  Gauthier,  42,  was  overcome  when  liquid 
sewage  began  to  enter  the  tank.  He  had  shouted,  attracting  the  attention  of 
co-workers  outside  the  tank,  including  Sparks,  33,  maintenance  worker. 
Sparks  immediately  began  to  descend  into  the  tank  by  means  of  a  ladder 
through  its  hatch,  but  he  was  overcome  and  fell  into  the  effluent.  Two  other 
co-workers  entered  the  tank  in  rescue  attempts,  but  they  too  were  overcome. 
Rescue  workers  removed  all  four  men,  but  none  of  them  could  be  revived. 
They  had  drowned.  71129-8161 


DAVID  E.  SPENCER 
Point  Pleasant,  West  Virginia 

David  E.  Spencer  saved  Zachary  P.  Denais  from  burning,  Point  Pleasant, 
West  Virginia,  January  28,  1997.  Zachary,  9  months  old,  was  in  his  playpen 
in  a  bedroom  of  his  family’s  mobile  home  after  fire  broke  out  at  night  in  the 
kitchen  and  spread.  His  uncle,  Spencer,  34,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  from  a 
nearby  residence.  Spencer  ran  to  the  scene  and  immediately  entered  the 
mobile  home  as  flames  advanced  toward  the  bedroom.  He  dropped  to  his 
hands  and  knees  in  the  dense  smoke  and,  hearing  Zachary  cry,  crawled  to  the 
bedroom  and  entered  it.  He  bumped  into  the  playpen,  then  grasped  Zachary, 
held  him  to  his  chest,  and  crawled  back  to  the  door  and  outside  to  safety.  By 
then,  flames  had  reached  the  area  of  the  door.  71452-8179 


KIMBERLY  KAI  STAMPER,  deceased 
Junlata,  Nebraska 

Kimberly  Kai  Stamper  died  attempting  to  save  Robert  C.  Nimocks  from 
drowning,  Juniata,  Nebraska,  June  11,  1997.  Robert,  17,  was  swimming 
across  Prairie  Lake  when  he  began  to  struggle  and  yell  for  help.  Ms.  Stamper, 
31,  truck  driver,  one  of  the  adults  in  his  party  on  the  bank,  entered  the  water 
and  waded  and  swam  about  165  feet  to  him.  They  struggled  and  submerged 
but  resurfaced.  Another  adult  member  of  the  party  entered  the  water  and 
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swam  to  Robert,  but  Robert  struggled  against  him,  also.  That  man  broke 
away  and  returned  to  the  bank,  but  Ms.  Stamper  and  Robert  submerged  a 
final  time.  They  drowned.  72169-8224 


MARC  L.  TERCIER 
Ladysmith,  British  Columbia 

Marc  L.  Tercier  rescued  Terrance  Macrae  from  burning,  Ladysmith,  British 
Columbia,  September  28,  1996.  Macrae,  25,  was  semi-conscious  in  his  van 
after  it  had  overturned  onto  its  passenger  side  in  a  highway  accident  and 
caught  fire.  A  resident  of  the  area,  Tercier,  40,  self-employed,  heard  the  acci¬ 
dent  and  responded  to  the  scene,  fie  approached  the  roof  of  the  burning 
vehicle  and  ripped  at  the  canvas  sides  of  its  pop-up  section,  which  had 
opened.  Thus  creating  a  means  of  access,  Tercier  stooped  and  entered  the  van 
as  flames  on  it  grew  quickly.  He  grasped  Macrae  and  pulled  him  out  of  the 
van,  then  went  back  to  it  to  look  for  others.  The  van  was  engulfed  by  flames 
and  was  destroyed.  Macrae  received  hospital  treatment  for  minor  injury  and 
burns.  72481-8219 


LEWIS  THOMAS 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Lewis  Thomas  attempted  to  rescue  three  boys  from  assault,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  December  1 4,  1996.  Three  15-year-old  boys  were  riding  a  sub¬ 
way  train  when  they  were  approached  by  two  other  teen-aged  males  who  then 
robbed  them  at  gunpoint  and  struck  one  of  them.  Boarding  the  car,  Thomas, 
49,  laborer,  soon  became  aware  of  the  situation.  He  stood  and  started  to 
approach  the  assailants.  They  told  him  to  stop,  but  when  Thomas  continued 
toward  them,  the  assailant  who  was  armed  shot  him  in  the  left  leg.  He  fell  to 
the  floor.  The  assailants  fled  the  train  at  the  next  stop,  and  Thomas  and  the 
three  boys  exited  at  the  following  one.  Police  shortly  apprehended  the 
assailants.  The  boy  who  was  struck  with  the  gun  sustained  a  contusion  to  his 
head,  and  he  recovered.  Thomas  required  hospital  treatment  for  his  gunshot 
wound;  he  was  disabled  for  two  months  but  fully  recovered.  72303-8221 
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HERNAN  L.  TOBON 

Massapequa,  New  York 

Hernan  L.  Tobon  rescued  Gabrielle  Fontanez  from  burning,  Farmingdale, 
New  York,  June  2,  1997.  Gabrielle,  1 1  months  old,  and  her  twin  sister  were 
in  car  seats  in  the  back  seat  of  a  car  being  driven  by  their  mother  when  the 
mother  noticed  smoke  issuing  from  the  back-seat  area.  The  mother  pulled 
over  to  the  side  of  the  highway  and  attempted  to  remove  the  girls  from  the 
car.  Another  motorist,  Tobon,  22,  forklift  operator,  approached  and,  seeing  the 
mother  calling  for  help,  parked  at  the  scene  and  went  to  the  car,  which  was 
filling  with  dense  smoke.  Tobon  reached  through  the  opened  passenger  door 
and  removed  Gabrielle’s  sister,  then  learned  that  Gabrielle  was  also  in  the  car. 
By  then,  flames  had  broken  out  in  the  back-seat  area,  and  they  grew  quickly. 
Tobon  went  to  the  driver’s  door,  pushed  the  front  seat  forward,  and  reached 
into  the  back-seat  area  as  a  man  who  had  arrived  with  a  fire  extinguisher 
attempted  to  put  out  the  flames.  Requiring  repeated  attempts,  Tobon  freed 
Gabrielle  from  her  seat  and  removed  her  from  the  car.  Flames  filled  the  car 
shortly.  Gabrielle  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  severe  burns,  and  Tobon 
sustained  minor  burns  to  his  hands,  from  which  he  recovered.  71772-8214 


JOSEPH  P.  TODD 

Peterborough,  Ontario 

Joseph  P  Todd  saved  Robyne  L.  Hanley  from  drowning,  Lakefield,  Ontario,  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1996.  In  icy  and  foggy  conditions  at  night,  the  vehicle  that  Robyne,  16,  was 
driving  along  the  Otonabee  River  left  the  roadway,  entered  the  frigid  water,  and 
began  to  submerge  as  it  was  carried  away  by  a  very  swift  current.  Robyne  escaped 
the  vehicle,  then  held  to  the  edge  of  a  shelf  of  ice  that  extended  about  70  feet  into 
the  river  from  the  bank.  Approaching  on  the  same  road  in  his  truck,  Todd,  34,  auto 
glass  shop  manager,  saw  the  submerging  vehicle,  then  saw  and  heard  Robyne  cling¬ 
ing  to  the  ice.  Obtaining  two  boards  and  a  length  of  chain  from  his  truck,  Todd 
walked  across  the  ice  toward  Robyne.  Nearing  her,  he  positioned  himself  atop  the 
boards  to  distribute  his  weight,  then  used  his  hands  to  continue  forward.  Closer  to 
Robyne,  he  threw  one  end  of  the  chain  to  her.  After  repeated  attempts,  she  grasped 
it,  and  Fodd  pulled  her  out  of  the  open  water.  Todd  dragged  her  across  the  ice  to  the 
bank,  then  aided  her  to  his  truck.  Robyne  was  hospitalized  a  day  for  treatment  of 
hypothermia,  from  which  she  recovered.  7 1 739-8 157 
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ELTON  C.  TWORK 
Wyoming,  Michigan 

Elton  C.  Twork  saved  Stephen  C.  Czajkowski  and  Kenneth  H.  Clayton 
from  being  struck  by  a  train,  Kentwood,  Michigan,  September  19,  1996. 
Czajkowski,  30,  and  Clayton,  37,  remained  inside  an  automobile  that,  at 
night,  left  the  roadway  and  came  to  a  stop  atop  a  railroad  track.  Twork,  24, 
security  officer,  witnessed  the  accident  and  went  to  the  car.  As  he  examined 
the  men  for  injury,  he  became  aware  of  a  train  approaching  on  the  track,  at 
50  m.p.h.  Twork  pulled  Czajkowski,  who  was  unconscious,  from  the  front 
passenger  seat  and  dragged  him  away  from  the  car.  He  returned  to  the  driver’s 
side  and  removed  Clayton  from  the  car  as  the  train  grew  closer.  Carrying 
Clayton,  Twork  cleared  the  track  just  before  the  train,  then  in  emergency 
braking,  struck  the  car  and  knocked  it  350  feet  away.  71 141-8156 


TIBURCIO  VAZQUEZ,  deceased 
Dallas,  Texas 

Tiburcio  Vazquez  died  after  attempting  to  save  a  boy  from  drowning,  Freeport, 
Texas,  August  30,  1997.  Swimming  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  an  8-year-old  boy 
called  for  help  after  entering  water  beyond  his  depth.  Wading  nearby,  Vazquez, 
33,  welder,  swam  out  to  him  and  grasped  him.  Vazquez  then  experienced  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  water;  he  and  the  boy  became  separated,  and  Vazquez  lost  conscious¬ 
ness.  When  others  at  the  scene  rescued  the  boy,  Vazquez  was  found  floating  face 
down.  He  was  removed  to  the  beach,  where  resuscitation  was  attempted.  He 
could  not  be  revived,  and  he  died  in  the  hospital  of  drowning  several  hours  later. 
The  boy  was  not  injured.  72083-8197 


MISTY  NACOLE  WATERS,  deceased 
Nahunta,  Georgia 

Misty  Nacole  Waters  died  attempting  to  save  Eric  S.  and  Keith  R.  Waters 
from  drowning,  Hoboken,  Georgia,  May  20,  1997.  Eric,  8;  Keith,  7,  and 
their  sister,  Misty  Nacole,  10,  student,  were  wading  in  the  Satilla  River  as 
their  mother  and  another  woman  fished  nearby.  When  Eric  and  Keith 
entered  water  beyond  their  depth  and  struggled  to  stay  afloat,  Misty  immedi¬ 
ately  waded  and  swam  to  them.  The  woman  also  saw  the  boys  struggle,  and 
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she  too  swam  to  them.  The  woman  took  the  boys  to  the  bank  in  repeated 
trips,  during  which  Misty  submerged.  Her  body  was  recovered  from  the  river 
later  that  day;  she  had  drowned.  71750-8212 


DAVID  M.  WEISS 

New  Hampton,  New  Y5rk 

David  M.  Weiss  helped  attempt  to  save  Isaac  Yorkowitz  from  drowning,  New 
York,  New  York,  October  24,  1997.  Yorkowitz,  70,  was  the  driver  of  a  car  that 
entered  the  East  River  from  a  parking  lot  and  submerged  in  the  cold,  deep  water. 
He  exited  the  car  and  shouted  for  help  before  losing  consciousness.  Weiss,  37, 
off-duty  city  firefighter,  was  driving  on  an  elevated  highway  along  the  river  when 
he  saw  the  car  in  the  water.  He  stopped,  went  over  a  barrier  along  the  edge  of  the 
highway,  and  lowered  himself  to  one  of  the  highway  structure’s  beams  that 
extended  over  the  water.  After  walking  to  the  end  of  the  beam,  Weiss  climbed 
down  one  of  the  structure’s  support  columns  to  its  concrete  base.  Removing  his 
shoes,  Weiss  dived  into  the  river,  which  was  then  affected  by  a  swift  tidal  current. 
He  swam  to  Yorkowitz,  who  had  submerged  by  then,  and  grasped  him.  He 
returned  Yorkowitz  to  the  river  bank,  which  was  a  wall  in  that  vicinity  that  pro¬ 
vided  no  means  of  egress.  Others  secured  Weiss,  holding  Yorkowitz,  by  extend¬ 
ing  one  end  of  a  sledge  hammer  down  to  him.  Firefighters  arriving  shortly 
removed  the  men  from  the  water.  Yorkowitz  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  but  he 
could  not  be  revived.  Weiss  received  medical  attention  for  hypothermia,  and  he 
sustained  also  a  sore  back  and  neck.  He  recovered.  72206-8198 


ORLANDO  WELSH,  deceased 
Lackey,  Virginia 

Orlando  Welsh  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Darrelle  N.  Gauthier  from  suf¬ 
focation,  Yorktown,  Virginia,  September  5,  1996.  While  working  in  a  below- 
deck  holding  tank  at  a  naval  station,  Gauthier,  42,  was  overcome  when  liquid 
sewage  began  to  enter  the  tank.  He  had  shouted,  attracting  the  attention  of 
co-workers  outside  the  tank.  After  one  of  the  co-workers  entered  the  tank  in  a 
rescue  attempt  but  was  also  overcome,  another  member  of  the  crew,  Welsh, 
44,  maintenance  worker,  immediately  entered.  He  too  was  overcome,  as  was 
another  co-worker  who  entered  the  tank.  Rescue  workers  removed  all  four 
men,  but  none  of  them  could  be  revived.  They  had  drowned.  71 130-8162 
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MARVIN  L.  WEYER 
Ferdinand,  Indiana 

Marvin  L.  Weyer  rescued  Teresa  J.  Sherman  from  burning,  Ferdinand,  Indi¬ 
ana,  January  1,  1997.  Ms.  Sherman,  35,  lay  unconscious  on  the  floor  of  the 
kitchen  in  her  family’s  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  adjoining  living  room. 
Visiting  in  the  neighborhood,  Weyer,  45,  store  owner,  responded  to  the  scene 
after  seeing  flames  there.  He  opened  a  side  door  and  shouted  inside.  Hearing 
a  faint  cry,  Weyer  entered  the  burning  house.  Twice  he  attempted  to  penetrate 
a  hall  leading  to  the  kitchen,  but  he  was  forced  out  by  smoke  each  time. 
Weyer  then  put  his  jacket  to  his  face  and  entered  a  third  time.  He  made  it  to 
the  kitchen  doorway,  where  he  bumped  into  Ms.  Sherman.  Weyer  picked  her 
up,  then  turned  and  carried  her  from  the  house.  Ms.  Sherman  was  hospital¬ 
ized  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation  and  minor  burns.  Weyer  inhaled 
smoke  but  soon  recovered.  71374-8153 


WAYNE  WINN,  deceased 
Canby,  Oregon 

Wayne  Winn  helped  to  save  Sergio  A.  Pimentel  and  died  attempting  to  save 
Rene  A.  Pimentel  from  drowning,  Barview,  Oregon,  July  2,  1997.  Sergio,  14, 
and  his  brother  Rene,  1 5,  were  in  wadable  water  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  when 
they  and  another  boy  were  pulled  by  a  strong  undertow  farther  out,  into  water 
beyond  their  depth.  They  struggled  toward  the  shore.  While  walking  on  the 
beach,  Winn,  40,  hostler,  was  alerted  to  their  situation.  He  immediately  dis¬ 
robed  to  a  pair  of  shorts  and  entered  the  water  and  swam  out  to  the  boys. 
Others  also  entered  the  water  in  rescue  attempts.  Reaching  Sergio,  Winn 
established  a  hold  on  him.  He  towed  Sergio  partway  to  shore,  then  released 
his  hold,  telling  Sergio  he  was  returning  for  Rene.  Winn  swam  back  out, 
toward  Rene,  but  was  lost  from  view.  The  boys,  aided  by  others,  returned  to 
safety;  they  were  exhausted  but  they  recovered.  A  half-hour  later,  Winn  was 
located  by  authorities  at  a  point  about  500  feet  from  shore.  Resuscitation 
efforts  were  not  successful,  as  he  had  drowned.  71791-8199 
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CHARLES  WOODBRIDGE 

Modesto,  California 

Charles  Woodbridge  helped  attempt  to  rescue  Michael  H.  Garrett  from  suf¬ 
focation,  Atlin,  British  Columbia,  July  24,  1996.  Garrett,  33,  descended 
about  100  feet  into  the  vertical  shaft  of  an  abandoned,  underground  gold 
mine,  then  called  for  help  as  he  was  being  overcome  by  carbon  monoxide  in 
the  shaft.  His  companions  entered  the  mine  and  attached  a  rope  and  safety 
belt  to  him,  but  Garrett  snagged  on  the  mine  structure  when  they  then 
attempted  to  pull  him  to  the  surface.  Despite  knowing  of  the  presence  of  the 
gas,  Woodbridge,  47,  miner,  who  had  been  on  the  premises  visiting  Garrett  and 
his  party,  descended  a  series  of  ladders  in  the  dark  and  wet  shaft  to  Garrett. 
Woodbridge  freed  Garrett,  enabling  the  men  at  the  surface  to  pull  him  toward 
the  top  of  the  shaft.  Woodbridge  then  climbed  the  ladders  toward  the  surface 
of  the  mine  but  was  himself  overcome  by  the  gas  and  lost  consciousness  at  a 
point  about  65  feet  below  the  top.  His  teen-aged  son  and  two  of  Garrett’s 
companions  maneuvered  Woodbridge  closer  to  the  surface  before  having  to 
leave  for  air.  A  responding  police  constable  entered  the  shaft  with  Woodbridge  s 
son  and  maneuvered  Woodbridge  the  remaining  distance  to  the  surface. 
Woodbridge  was  revived  with  oxygen  at  the  scene,  then  was  flown  to  a  hospi¬ 
tal,  where  he  was  detained  a  day  for  treatment  of  carbon  monoxide  poisoning 
and  a  fractured  rib.  Garrett  died;  he  had  fallen  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft 
while  his  companions  were  attempting  to  remove  him.  72920-8234 


RAYMOND  WYWADIS,  JR. 

Mount  Carmel,  Pennsylvania 

Raymond  Wywadis,  Jr.,  saved  Victor  J.  Girardi  from  drowning,  Hummels 
Wharf,  Pennsylvania,  February  10,  1998.  While  fishing  in  the  Susquehanna 
River,  Girardi,  48,  was  thrown  from  his  boat  into  the  frigid  water.  He 
attempted  to  return  to  the  boat  but  could  not,  then,  weighed  down  by  his 
clothing,  he  tired  in  his  attempts  to  swim  to  the  bank.  He  called  for  help. 
Wywadis,  37,  was  fishing  from  the  bank  in  that  vicinity  when  he  was  alerted 
to  Girardi’s  plight.  Removing  his  outer  attire,  Wywadis  entered  the  45-degree 
water  and  waded  and  swam  to  Girardi,  who  by  then  had  submerged  at  a 
point  about  250  feet  from  the  bank.  Wywadis  grasped  Girardi  and  swam 
back  toward  the  bank,  towing  him.  When  they  had  reached  wadable  water, 
two  other  men  entered  the  river  and  assisted  in  removing  Girardi  to  the  bank. 
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Girardi  and  Wywadis  both  required  hospital  treatment  for  hypothermia,  and 
they  recovered.  72488-8232 


VINCENT  TODD  YANNAYON 

Lawrenceburg,  Tennessee 

Vincent  Todd  Yannayon  rescued  Doris  J.  Dodson  from  burning,  Lawrence¬ 
burg,  Tennessee,  July  1,  1997.  Ms.  Dodson,  67,  was  trapped  inside  her  car 
after  a  violent  highway  accident  in  which  the  car's  fuel  tank  exploded  and  set 
fire  to  the  vehicle.  Ms.  Dodson  was  thrown  such  that  her  head  lay  near  the 
pedals  and  her  legs  extended  toward  the  back-seat  area  of  the  car.  Yannayon, 
35,  who  was  outside  the  nearby  wood  shop  he  owned  and  operated,  saw  the 
accident  and  immediately  ran  to  the  car.  He  approached  the  driver's  side  and 
was  driven  back  by  intense  heat  but  returned  to  the  car  and  opened  the  dri¬ 
ver's  door.  Entering  the  car,  the  interior  of  which  was  aflame,  he  knelt  on  the 
driver's  seat  and  freed  Ms.  Dodson  from  the  wreckage.  Yannayon  grasped  Ms. 
Dodson  underneath  the  arms  and  backed  out  of  the  car  with  her  shortly 
before  it  was  engulfed  by  flame.  He  dragged  Ms.  Dodson,  who  outweighed 
him,  to  a  point  across  the  highway,  then  shielded  her  from  the  heat  until  fire¬ 
fighters  arrived.  Ms.  Dodson  required  hospitalization  for  severe  injuries  and 
burns.  Yannayon  was  treated  for  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  an  arm  and 
a  laceration  to  his  knee  that  required  sutures.  He  recovered.  71842-8169 
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1998  Award  statistics 

Medals 


In  1998,  eighty-eight  Carnegie  Medals  were  awarded,  bringing  the  total  to 
8,239  since  the  Fund  was  established  in  1904.  To  date,  the  Commission  has 
considered  73,261  rescue  acts. 


Especially  do  we  remember  those  who  gave  their  lives  saving  or 
attempting  to  save  others.  During  1998,  eighteen  such  sacrifices 
were  honored,  bringing  the  total  to  date  to  1,674: 

John  C.  Aaron 

Gregory  Chad  Morter 

Robert  G.  Brown,  Sr. 

Jason  Todd  Parker 

James  Michael  Burke 

Brian  Toshio  Sanders 

Jay  Van  Conner 

Randolph  Sparks 

Albert  J.  DeFlumere 

Kimberly  Kai  Stamper 

Karry  Steven  Howard 

Tiburcio  Vazquez 

Dennis  Joos 

Misty  Nacole  Waters 

Eric  Steven  Martins 

Orlando  Welsh 

Howard  S.  Morash 

Wayne  Winn 

Monetary  grants 

1998  To  date 

For  continuing  support  of  widows, 

widowers,  and  other  dependents,  and 
disabled  heroes 

$  217,413  $  13,369,191 

Monetary  awards,  including  educational 

assistance,  and  medals 

324,174  9,833,219 

- ♦ 

$  541,589  $  23,202,410 
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Members  of  the  Commission 


(Shown  with  year  of  election) 


E.  Bayley  Buchanan 

1975 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

1964 

A.H.  Burchfield  III 

1987 

William  P.  Snyder  III 

1951 

Benjamin  R.  Fisher,  Jr. 

1992 

George  H.  Taber 

1979 

Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

1979 

Walter  F.  Toerge 

1970 

David  McL.  Hillman 

1996 

Sybil  P.  Veeder 

1992 

MarkJ.  Laskow 

1992 

James  M.  Walton 

1968 

Priscilla  J.  McCrady 

1989 

Thomas  L.  Wentling,  Jr. 

1991 

Ann  M.  McGuinn 

1992 

Alfred  W.  Wishart,  Jr. 

1976 

John  H.  Miller1 

1994 

Robert  W.  Off 

1973 

John  C.  Oliver  III 

1985 

Honorary  Member 

Frank  Brooks  Robinson 

1966 

J.  Evans  Rose,  Jr. 

1979 

David  B.  Oliver  II 

1957 

Officers 

Robert  W.  Off,  President  Walter  F.  Rutkowski,  Executive 

Priscilla  J.  McCrady,  Vice  President  Director  and  Secretary 

James  M.  Walton,  Treasurer 


Committees2 


Audit 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr. 

Finance 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr.,  Chair 
MarkJ.  Laskow 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

James  M.  Walton 

Membership 
A.Fi.  Burchfield  III 
Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

William  P.  Snyder  III 

'Resigned  September  17,  1998 
2The  President  is  ex  officio  a  member 
of  each  committee,  except  Audit. 


Executive 
MarkJ.  Laskow,  Chair 
Thomas  L.  Wentling,  Jr.,  Vice  Chair 
E.  Bayley  Buchanan 
A.H.  Burchfield  III 
Benjamin  R.  Fisher,  Jr. 

Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

David  McL.  Hillman 
Priscilla  J.  McCrady 
Ann  M.  McGuinn 
John  H.  Miller 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
J.  Evans  Rose,  Jr. 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

William  P.  Snyder  III 
George  H.  Taber 
Walter  F.  Toerge 
Sybil  P.  Veeder 
James  M.  Walton 
Alfred  W.  Wishart,  Jr. 
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